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From  The  Editor 

THE  EDITOR’S  OBSERVATIONS 

In  this  edition  of  the  Brasher 
we  introduce  two  exciting 
books,  Anatomy  of  an 
Ingot  and  John  J.  Ford,  Jr. 
and  the  "Franklin  Hoard", 
and  invite  you  to  attend 
the  annual  meeting  taking 
place  in  Chicago  at  ANA. 

This  edition  also  highlights 
a gold  rush  themed  winery 
in  the  Sierra  foothills  and 
send  you  back  to  1 849 
New  York  to  experience  a 
gold  rush  adventure  and 
voyage. 

With  the  recent  movement 
in  the  price  of  precious  met- 
als, we  can  appreciate  the 
safety  and  value  we  find 
once  again  in  our  shared  en- 
joyment of  private  and  pioneer 
numismatics  and  I hope 


you  find  this  edition  of 
the  Brasher  no  different. 

With  best  wishes  for  an 
enjoyable  summer. 


Don 
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Come  for  the  Gold,  Stay  for  the  Wine 

Louis  "Skip"  Carufel 


Gold  Pocket  has  its  own  room,  a vault  resembling  a mine  shaft,  and  glitters 
under  spotlights  behind  thick  glass.  It  looks  like  gold  coral  in  the  shape  of  a giant 
shark  tooth.  Placards  informed  us  that  Gold  Pocket  was  the  biggest  of  several 


A two-hour  drive  east  from  San  Francisco  brings  you  to  one  of  the  world’s  most 
astonishing  chunks  of  gold.  The  “Gold  Pocket” — as  it  has  come  to  be  known — is 
one  of  the  largest  Crystalline  Gold  Leaf 
specimen  ever  found.  Crystalline  Gold 
is  a rare  and  precious  natural  gold  for- 
mation, consisting  of  gold  deposited  in 
layers  between  quartz,  clay,  maraposite, 
decomposed  shale,  and  pyrite.  Gold 
Pocket  is  just  such  a deposit,  now  on 
display  at  the  Ironstone  Heritage  Muse- 
um and  Winery  where  it  ssparkles  in  the 
eyes  of  visiting  gold  bugs  as  well  as 
school  children. 

Not  long  ago  three  of  us  gold 
bugs  left  the  Bay  Area  well  before  noon 
and  drove  up  to  the  scenic  Sierra  Foot 
Hills  of  California,  wherein  lies  the 
Ironstone  Heritage  Museum,  a mile 
from  the  town  of  Murphys.  The  road  ap- 
proaching the  Museum  winds  through 
vineyards  and  apple  orchards,  and  when 
we  arrived  we  found  that  Ironstone  Her- 
itage Museum  is  part  of  Ironstone  Winery,  a family  venture  founded  in  1988  by 
the  Kautz  family  (of  Lodi  grape-growing  fame).  The  winery  and  museum  share 
grounds  that  are  spacious  and  landscaped  and  well-appointed  with  gardens,  an 
outdoor  stage,  and  a delicatessen.  We  opted  to  see  Gold  Pocket  first,  parked,  and 
headed  for  the  Museum. 
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large  specimens  discovered  around  Christmas  Day,  1992,  by  the  Sonora  Mining 
Company  at  a small  mine  only  15  miles  from  the  present-day  museum.  (The  mine 
has  since  shut  down.)  At  the  time,  the  mine  was  thought  to  be  incapable  of  produc- 
ing high-grade  gold,  certainly  nothing  as  rich  as  Gold  Pocket.  When  discovered. 
Gold  Pocket  weighed  63  pounds.  But  after  a year  in  acid  to  dissolve  the  surrounding 
matrix,  the  chunk  came  out  to  forty-four  pounds  of  98  percent  gold,  a specimen  of 
exceedingly  high  quality  and  value. 


The  museum  is  a grand  tour  of 
California’s  Gold  Rush  days,  displaying 
relics  from  the  19th  Century  gold  min- 
ing era  alongside  artifacts  from  the 
Miwoks,  early  Native  American  inhabit- 
ants who  lived  in  this  area.  Photos, 
mining  maps,  tools,  and  personal  arti- 
cles carried  from  the  Old  World  are 
tastefully  displayed  throughout  the  mu- 
seum. Framed  letters  written  by  miners 
to  family  and  friends  back  home  adorn 
the  walls.  We  moved  from  one  display 
to  another.  My  fellow  gold  bugs  and  I 
were  like  kids  in  a candy  store. 

The  Heritage  Museum  also  features  nat- 
ural gold  specimens  acquired  from  mod- 
ern-day prospectors  still  very  active  in 
the  Sierra  Foothills.  A gift  shop  offered 
a wide  variety  of  books  and  educational 
materials,  artifacts  and  souvenirs,  and 
gold  jewelry.  We  could  easily  have 
but  lunch  beckoned. 

On  our  way  to  the  delicatessen  we  passed  flower  beds  abloom  in  yellow  daf- 
fodils, wine-aging  caves,  a 42-foot-tall  fireplace,  ponds  with  ducks  and  Canada 
geese,  waterfalls,  a concert  amphitheater,  a culinary  center,  gold  panning  sluices, 
and  numerous  antique  winemaking,  mining,  and  railroad  equipment.  The  museum/ 
winery  grounds,  crisscrossed  with  pathways  and  canals  and  terraces,  hosts  wed- 
dings, garden  shows,  corporate  retreats,  hands-on  gold  panning,  vintage  car  shows. 
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even  concerts  with  big  name  bands:  Steve  Miller,  Lynyrd  Skynyrd,  and  Crosby, 
Stills  & Nash  have  performed  live.  There  was  so  much  to  see.  In  search  of  Gold 
Pocket,  the  world’s  largest  Crystalline  Gold  Leaf  specimen,  we  had  found  Iron- 
stone Winery,  California’s  largest  “winery  entertainment  complex.” 

We  shared  the  delicatessen  with  a gaggle  of  school  children  enjoying  a 
field  trip  to  learn  about  California's  early  history.  Most  of  them  were  chattering 
about  the  geese  they  had  fed  or  the  gold  they  had  just  seen,  and  about  the  gold 
panning  later  that  afternoon.  Choosing  patio  tables  overlooking  the  gardems,  we 
lunched  on  gourmet  sandwiches,  hot  soup,  salads,  and  home-made  desserts.  And 
wine.  The  delicatessen  is  adjacent  the  Tasting  Room,  featuring  a long,  heavy  oak 
bar  that  had  been  crafted  in  New  York  in  1907  and  shipped  all  the  way  around 
South  America  to  California.  I found  the  2011  Ironstone  Pinot  Grigio  and  the 
2010  Reserve  Old  Vine  Zinfandel  outstanding,  which  was  no  surprise  as  the  Sier- 
ra Foothills  produces  some  of  the  best  Zinfandels  in  California.  (There  is  a tasting 
fee  of  $5.00  for  6 tastes).  I bought  a few  bottles  to  take  home. 

We  finished  lunch  in  time  for  a winery  tour.  (Free  tours  are  offered  at  1 :30  p.m. 
and  start  in  front  of  that  magnificent  fireplace.)  We  entered  the  winery  through 
tall  redwood  doors  and  past  stainless  steel  tanks  for  fermenting  then  aging  wine. 
For  the  most  part,  the  winery  is  underground,  in  caverns  hewn  from  rock  that  was 
so  hard  and  difficult  the  miners  often  said  it  was  like  blasting  through  iron.  Hence 
the  name  “Ironstone  Winery.”  Natural  stalactites,  stalagmites,  and  waterfalls  cov- 
er the  walls.  The  caverns  maintain  a year-round  temperature  of  60  degrees  Fahr- 
enheit and  hold  about  1,500  60-gallon  French  and  American  oak  barrels.  Com- 
bined with  the  stainless  steel  tanks,  that’s  one  million  gallons  of  wine;  more  than 
four  million  bottles.  Our  tour  guide  drew  a sample  of  chardonnay  from  a barrel 
and  held  it  up  to  the  ceiling  light.  It  looked  rich  and  creamy,  with  a hue  best  be 
described  as  golden.  Back  in  the  warm  sunshine,  and  on  our  way  to  the  car,  we 
wanted  one  last  look  at  Gold  Pocket,  and  ventured  back  into  the  museum  and 
shop.  One  gold  bug  bought  a book  about  “Gold  Pocket.”  Before  we  arrived  at  the 
car  we  passed  the  panning  sluice  and  heard  excited  school  kids  claiming  that 
they’d  discovered  gold.  During  the  westward  drive  home  our  fellow  gold  bug 
paged  through  his  Gold  Pocket  book  and  read  excerpts.  And  as  we  neared  the 
Bay  Area  the  sun  was  setting  on  one  of  those  rare  and  precious  fogless  Bay  Area 
evenings.  The  sunset,  too,  was  golden. 
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Fantastic  Discovery  - Serial  #1  Brownback 
from  Juneau,  Alaska  Territory! 

New  items  can  and  are  being  discovered  all  the  time.  Probably  none  as  fantastic 
as  the  serial  #1  Brownback  from  Juneau  in  the  Alaska  Territory!  This  note  was 
displayed  at  the  recent  paper  money  show  in  Memphis  and  had  the  entire  floor 
buzzing.  Nothing  like  this  was  even  rumored  to  exist,  yet  in  apparent  Uncircu- 
lated condition  and  serial  #1. 

When  the  owner  was  asked  about  the  value  he  stated  that  it  was  slightly  less 
than  priceless.  It  seems  that  with  all  the  research  presently  being  perfonned  by 
currency  specialists,  numismatists,  and  general  collectors,  occasional  finds 
although  not  a weekly  or  monthly  occurrence,  do  occasionally  occur  and  sub- 
sequently make  headlines.  New  varieties  of  federal  coinage  or  finds  of  rare  or 
once  unique  items  are  definitely  noteworthy. 
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Brief  facts  on  the  First  Bank  of  Juneau 

Organized:  February  15,  1898 
Opened:  April  18,  1898 
Initial  Capitalization:  $12,500 

Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  certified  proofs  were  approved  on  April  19,  1898.  The  first  currency  shipment  to 
the  bank  left  the  Office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency  on  May  6,  1898,  and  included  sheets  1 through  221  of 
Series  1882  Brown  Backs  (10-10-10-20)  amounting  to  $11,050 


Horseshoe  Building  - Home  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Juneau 


In  other  related  discoveries  the 
note  pictured  here  just  recently 
discovered  is  from  the  Provi- 
dence Co-op  in  northern  Utah.  It 
is  a previously  unknown  scrip 
from  a co-op,  which  up  till  now, 
was  thought  to  have  never  issued 
scrip  or  token  coinage.  Keep 
looking  through  your  coins  and 
collections,  who  knows,  you  may 
have  an  unknown  variety  or  something  very  special. 
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Ahoy!  Cal  Fractionals  Lost  at  Sea 

Fred  N.  Holabird 

Introduction 

Cal  Fractional  coins  were  a bit  of  an  unknown  for  decades.  They  have  been  known  to  a few  collectors  since  their 
first  issue.  Specimens  were  collected  and  offered  in  many  of  the  pre-1900  numismatic  auctions.  They  were  a bit  of 
a nuisance,  because  collectors  did  not  know  how  to  classify  them  since  they  were  not  officially  a US  produced  coin, 
and  little  information  about  them  was  available.  Still,  they  showed  up  in  early  auction  catalogs  and  were  collected 
as  heavily  as  other  general  or  private  issue  gold  coins.  Robert  Leonard  published  a fine  article  in  the  Brasher  Bulle- 
tin "Collectors  of  Small  California  Gold",  revised  for  this  catalog. 

Collectors  began  assembling  collections,  not  knowing  positively  if  they  were  actually  used  in  circulation  until 
full  proof  came  from  their  discovery  among  the  salvage  of  sunken  ships.  Alas!  Treasure!  California  collectors  gladly 
would  trade  their  pieces  of  eight  for  these  tiny  California  coin  morsels. 

Three  of  the  greatest  wrecks  of  the  Gold  Rush  period  are  known  to  have  recovered  Cal  fractional  gold  coins. 

First  Hand  Glimpse  of  the  Market 

When  1 was  a toddler  attending  Humboldt  State  University  (then  "Humboldt  State  College"),  I quickly  found  out 
that  half  the  guys  were  outdoor  freaks,  just  like  me.  The  guys  in  the  dorms  were  all  active  athletes  who  loved  being 
outside.  Every  weekend,  guys  were  either  out  fishing  (oceans  and  rivers:  steelhead,  salmon,  trout,  halibut,  you 
name  it),  sluicing  for  gold,  running,  or  diving.  The  guys  diving  on  the  wrecks  were  continually  coming  up  with  stuff. 
1 drooled  over  the  old  coral  and  shell  encrusted  bottles,  often  seen  in  a little  shop  in  Trinidad.  The  gold  coins  went 
to  a coin  shop  on  H Street  in  Eureka,  where  1 started  going  in  1971.  Never  able  to  afford  such  luxuries,  1 regularly 
stopped  by  to  look  and  dream.  Divers  found  coins  in  the  Gold  Rush  wrecks  off  Trinidad  and  Crescent  City,  including 
the  Brother  Jonathan.  1 was  hooked. 

Back  then  nobody  kept  track  of  what  was  found.  As  a recreational  hobby,  the  divers  weren’t  hard-core  coin  col- 
lectors. 1 can’t  recall  anyone  ever  listing  what  they  found  or  when,  nor  publishing  any  of  the  data.  Who  knew  that 
over  time,  the  "treasure"  aspect  of  coin  collecting  would  take  off  into  what  it  is  today. 

Here  are  some  notes  on  famous  Gold  Rush  wrecks  that  produced  gold  coins: 

SS  Tennessee,  sank  March  6, 1853 

The  wreck  of  the  Tennessee  sits  on  the  headlands  outside  of  San  Francisco  Bay  near  the  entrance.  It  was  sal- 
vaged when  it  sank,  with  no  loss  of  life.  While  passengers,  crew,  and  cargo  were  all  "recovered",  for  many  years 
after,  salvage  efforts  were  made  to  get  coins  and  artifacts  left  behind  during  the  hustle  to  get  off  the  ship  before  it 
forever  perished  in  the  sea.  The  site  is  now  known  as  "Tennessee  Cove".  There  is  no  known  list  of  recovered  goods. 

Yankee  Blade,  sank  October  1, 1854 

This  steamer  sank  off  the  California  coast  near  Santa  Barbara.  Long  the  target  of  treasure-hunting  divers,  hun- 
dreds of  gold  coins  were  recovered  over  the  century  after  her  sinking,  and  still  more  with  the  technological  ad- 
vance of  SCUBA.  No  records  were  kept  of  the  finds,  but  many  of  tbe  coins  sold  into  the  numismatic  market  include 
"clumps"  of  1854-S  US  $20  coins,  still  in  the  hands  of  collectors  today.  It  has  long  been  rumored  that  Cal  fractional 
gold  coins  were  recovered,  but  because  recovery  efforts  were  long  before  the  "treasure"  craze,  there  is  nothing 
recorded.  Dave  Bowers  reported  in  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards  (1997),  that  "about  300  specimens"  of 
1854-S  $20s  were  found,  but  stated  that  there  was  no  clear  evidence  that  they  came  from  this  wreck  other  than  the 
"shipwreck  effect"  appearance  of  the  coins. 

Golden  Fleece,  sank  April  22, 1854 

The  Golden  Fleece  sank  on  the  rocks  at  Fort  Point  on  the  edge  of  San  Francisco  Bay.  Like  the  Tennessee,  there 
was  no  loss  of  life.  The  ship  was  ultimately  sold  for  salvage,  but  over  the  years,  divers  searched  the  wreck  site  for 
coins  and  artifacts  left  behind  after  salvage  efforts  finally  dismantled  the  ship  on  site.  While  rumors  abound  about 
discoveries  from  30-40  years  ago,  there  is  nothing  concrete. 
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SS  Winfield  Scott,  sank  December  2, 1853 

This  ship  wrecked  off  the  coast  of  Santa  Barbara,  hitting  rocks  off  Anacapa  Island,  part  of  the  Channel  Is- 
lands. There  was  no  loss  of  life,  but  the  ship  ultimately  sank  in  shallow  water.  Recovery  efforts  were  made 
immediately,  and  most  of  the  treasure  was  recovered  within  a few  weeks.  In  1894  a second  major  salvage 
operation  recovered  as  much  of  the  metal  parts  of  the  ship  as  possible,  possibly  including  the  ship’s  bell,  in  a 
private  collection  today.  No  mention  was  made  of  any  gold  or  gold  coin,  as  it  was  generally  thought  that  the 
gold  was  recovered  on  the  initial  recovery  effort  of  1853.  But  divers  in  modern  times  using  modern  equip- 
ment went  at  it  again  in  the  1950s — 1970s,  recovering  even  more  gold  coins,  probably  from  abandoned  pas- 
senger belongings. 

The  first  formal  record  of  a fractional  Cal  gold  coin  from  the  Winfield  Scott  came  in  1957.  That  coin  now 
rests  in  the  Smithsonian,  discovered  [and  traced)  in  modern  times  by  Totheroh,  Bob  Lande,  and  Ken  Click- 
man.  In  1967,  a suction  dredge  was  used  on  part  of  the  site,  recovering  at  least  two  gold  nuggets,  and  an  un- 
known number  of  coins.  Skin  Diver  Magazine  published  an  article  about  treasure  hunting  on  the  Winfield 
Scott  by  Dick  Anderson  in  September,  1969.  It  enthralled  Totheroh  and  many  others.  Later  that  year,  it  was 
reported  that  divers  found  and  recorded  other  Cal  fractional  pieces,  and  the  rush  was  on  for  more  gold  coin, 
which  had  worked  its  way  deep  into  rocky  crevices  through  gravity  over  time.  Eventually,  many  US  gold 
coins,  private  or  territorial  California  gold  coins,  and  fractional  gold  pieces  were  found.  The  site  became  a 
park  in  1979,  off-limits  to  treasure  hunters. 

Jack  Totheroh  authored  a book  on  the  subject  published  by  the  Ventura  County  Historical  Society,  entitled 
Small  Change;  California  Small  Denomination  Gold  and  the  Wreck  of  the  Winfield  Scott  (2003).  Totheroh’s  arti- 
cle discusses  the  wreck  in  detail,  as  well  as  the  subsequent  salvage  efforts  over  the  next  century  and  more.  He 
reported  that  numerous  authors  have  claimed  that  more  than  200  Cal  gold  pieces  were  recovered  from  the 
Winfield  Scott,  though  only  57  were  eventually  specifically  inventoried  as  known  today.  Undoubtedly, 
Totheroh  tried  to  run  down  the  many  divers  who  searched  the  Winfield  Scott,  hoping  to  obtain  their  caches 
of  Cal  gold  coins.  According  to  his  son,  he  never  found  any. 

Rumors  of  up  to  200  additional  California  fractional  pieces  found  by  the  early  divers  abound  in  the  Santa 
Barbara  area.  For  more  than  twenty  years  [1970s — 1990s),  these  rumors  were  traced  and  investigated  by 
many  collectors,  but  to  no  avail.  If  they  ever  existed,  they  have  probably  now  been  disbursed  into  coin  collec- 
tions. 

After  the  "embargo”  on  the  Winfield  Scott  site  in  1979,  treasure  hunters  were  still  at  it.  Anxious  to  put  a 
"halt"  to  the  illegal  treasure  salvage  operations,  a sting  operation  took  place  in  1984,  as  stated  in  Small 
Change.  One  of  the  early  collectors  related  to  me  recently  that  treasure  hunters  regularly  ignored  the  law. 

This  gentleman  [we’II  call  him  "Mr.  Smith”)  related  to  me  a story  about  one  of  the  more  famous  of  the  local 
Santa  Barbara  treasure  hunters  [I’ll  leave  his  name  out  as  well).  Mr.  Smith  had  met  the  guys,  who  had  said 
they  were  out  fishing,  and  needed  some  help  getting  something  ashore,  and  asked  Smith  if  he  could  take  a 
dingy  out  and  meet  them  at  the  boat.  Smith,  an  avid  fisherman  as  are  many  residents  of  this  coastal  communi- 
ty, pestered  them  with  questions  about  what  they  had  caught.  None  of  the  answers  made  sense,  so  he 
dropped  the  subject.  It  wasn’t  until  years  later  that  he  learned  that  the  ship  was  anchored  over  part  of  the 
Winfield  Scott  site,  and  he  was  being  used  as  a mule  to  get  treasure  on  land  and  away  from  the  ship. 

A summary  of  the  published  57  Cal  gold  coins  from  the  Winfield  Scott  follows.  None  are  holdered  [certified 
by  a grading  service)  with  a special  label: 

Quarters:  Octagonal:  5 found,  all  BG  101. 

Round:  18  found.  These  are  BG  204  [1),  205  [1),  206  [1),  209  [2),  217  [1),  222  [2),  223  [10). 

Half  Dollars:  Octagonal:  3 found,  BG  303  [3).  It  should  be  noted  that  the  coin  illustrated  by  Totheroh  in 
"Small  Change”  is  a BG  302,  not  303,  a much  more  common  coin.  This  inconsistency  is  currently  an  unsolva- 
ble  problem.  The  data  was  supplied  to  Totheroh  by  others. 

Round:  7 found.  BG  401  [1),  414  [1),  421  (1),  428  [1),  430  [3). 

Dollars:  Octagonal:  23  found.  BG  514  [1),  519  [2),  525  [1),  526  [2),  530  [15),  531  [2). 

Round:  None  recorded. 


SS  Central  America,  sank  September  12, 1857 
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The  SS  Central  America  was  and  is  the  greatest  treasure  ship  of  the  California  Gold  Rush  to  be  salvaged.  More 
than  500  gold  ingots  and  10,000  gold  coins  were  recovered  from  an  8,000  foot  deep  grave  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 
The  treasure  was  nearly  home  to  New  York  on  a lengthy  voyage  from  San  Francisco  after  a steamer  trip  from  San 
Francisco  to  Panama,  then  transferred  to  a train  across  the  isthmus,  and  loaded  once  again  on  a ship  for  New  York 
from  the  Atlantic  side,  only  to  sink  in  a violent  storm  a couple  of  days  from  the  intended  destination.  Salvaged  in 
modern  times  by  state-of-the-art  technology,  the  treasure  has  now  sold  several  times  for  an  amount  estimated  at 
about  $210  million  in  aggregate.  Wow! 

The  bulk  of  the  treasure  that  included  the  main  bullion  storage  areas  has  been  brought  to  the  surface.  An  untold 
millions  of  dollars  in  undiscovered  treasure  remains,  partially  in  passenger  coin  and  gold,  according  to  Bob  Evans, 
chief  scientist  for  the  project. 

A small  part  of  the  recovered  treasure  was  passenger  change.  Four  California  fractional  gold  pieces  were  recov- 
ered. All  four  are  BG  Ill’s.  Evans  told  me  recently  that  three  of  the  coins  came  up  in  the  same  dredge  bucket,  and 
possibly  the  fourth.  They  came  up  with  placer  gold,  a possible  indication  that  they  were  in  a leather  "poke"  of  gold, 
usually  held  by  passengers.  The  tiny  fractional  gold  coins  had  been  unseen  by  the  cameras  scanning  the  ocean 
floor.  The  recovery  process  involved  vacuuming  specific  areas  that  were  known  to  carry  gold,  as  seen  by  the  cam- 
eras. The  vacuum  placed  the  sludge  of  mud,  sand,  placer  gold,  coins,  timber  fragments,  shells,  and  other  items  into 
one  of  two  "dredge  buckets”.  The  contents  of  these  buckets  were  carefully  and  tenderly  hand  separated,  then  the 
remaining  material  panned,  leaving  behind  the  heavy  metal  objects,  mostly  placer  gold.  Three  of  the  four  fractional 
gold  coins  came  up  in  the  same  dredge  bucket,  though  panned  in  separate  pans,  indicating  they  were  together  on 
the  ocean  floor.  The  fourth  coin  was  possibly  from  the  same  or  the  adjacent  dredge  bucket.  The  three  were  en- 
crusted with  iron  oxide,  though  not  part  of  a conglomerate  cemented  by  calcium  carbonate  or  iron,  as  were  many 
other  gold  coins.  The  fourth  was  heavily  encrusted.  The  size  of  the  coins  presented  great  difficulty  in  the  curation 
and  removal  of  the  iron  oxide. 

Evans  reported  that  each  of  the  pieces  was  from  a later  die  state,  because  the  bridge  of  the  nose  on  the  obverse 
was  reworked.  Bob  Leonard  stated  that  the  SSCA  BG  Ill's  included  two  in  die  state  4.  It  is  unknown  what  die  state 
the  other  two  are  at  this  time.  All  four  are  gold  labeled  PEGS  holdered  pieces.  At  least  two  of  the  four  are  MS  66, 
and  a third  MS65.  These  four  are  among  the  most  prized  Cal  fractional  gold  pieces  in  existence  today. 


This  photo  of  the  reverse  of  a BG  111  from  the  SSCA  wreck  is  kindly  provided  by  Bob  Evans. 

The  SS  Northerner 

After  publication  of  the  various  ship  and  coin  stories  above,  one  of  the  metal  detectorists  came  forward 
with  another  ship  that  has  produced  fractional  and  gold  coins  in  California.  It  is  the  Steamship  Northerner,  built  in 
New  York  in  1847,  came  around  the  horn  in  1850,  and  was  later  used  by  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company.  It 
wrecked  January  6, 1860  off  Centerville  Beach,  after  striking  a rock  on  Blunt’s  Reef  108  were  on  board,  and  38 
died.  The  ship  held  passenger  luggage  and  change,  as  well  as  "$14,000  in  Government  funds.’’.  It  is  estimated  that 
about  100  gold  coins  have  been  recovered,  but  there  is  no  specific  accounting. 
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Abandon  Ship! 

Aside  from  the  known  wrecks  of  active  ships,  there  were  hundreds  of  ships  abandoned  in  the  California 
gold  rush  harbors  of  San  Francisco,  Humboldt  Bay,  Trinidad  and  Crescent  City.  Other  receiving  harbors  on 
the  American  east  coast  or  Hawaii  may  also  have  wrecks  with  California  Gold  Rush  coins.  While  most  of 
these  were  truly  abandoned  prior  to  sinking,  a few  "pokes"  might  have  been  lost.  Got  treasure? 


Land  Treasure  - Historic  Cornerstones 

As  this  article  was  being  written,  a new  kind  of  treasure  surfaced — treasure  on  land!  The  Nye  County 
Assistant  Manager  (Joni  Eastley,  Tonopah,  Nevada)  called  about  a discovery  in  the  cornerstone  of  the  Nye 
County  Courthouse.  Among  a group  of  items  found  inside  the  cornerstone,  entombed  since  June,  1905,  is  a 
Cal  fractional  gold  token!  This  is  an  exceptionally  exciting  discovery,  since  it  underlines  the  importance 
and  significance  of  these  gold  coins  and  tokens  through  time.  The  coin  was  discovered  in  a metal  box,  along 
with  various  newspapers,  documents,  fraternal  items,  booklets  about  Tonopah,  high  grade  silver  ore  sam- 
ples, a Tonopah  City  Bakery  brass  token,  1893  Columbian  Expo  commemorative  half  dollar,  and  a small 
group  of  foreign  coins,  perhaps  emblematic  of  the  many  foreign  miners  who  migrated  to  the  mines  of  cen- 
tral Nevada. 

The  Tonopah  Court  House  Cal  gold  token  in  the  cornerstone  was  made  by  Herman  Brand  in  San  Francis- 
co about  1890.  The  token  is  in  great  company,  with  the  same  coin  having  been  in  two  other  important  col- 
lections: California  gold  rush  US  Assay  Office,  San  Francisco,  assayer  Augustus  Humbert,  whose  collection 
sold  in  1902,  had  one  to  go  along  with  his  many  private  California  gold  coins,  arguably  the  most  important 
collection  of  its  kind  at  the  time;  the  great  Italian  tenor  Enrico  Caruso  (1873-1921)  had  one  in  his  collec- 
tion when  it  was  sold  in  1923,  according  to  Mike  Locke,  Cal  gold  researcher. 

Interestingly,  there  is  a Cal  gold  token  from  Tonopah,  also  dated  1905.  There  are  three  or  four  pieces 
known,  though  none  were  in  the  cornerstone.  Little  is  known  of  the  source  of  this  rare  piece,  and  one  won- 
ders if  it  was  perhaps  a gold  piece  made  especially  for  the  celebration  of  the  new  court  house.  It  does  not 
resemble  the  die  work  of  the  Hart  set  coins,  and  is  thus  probably  not  made  by  Meyer  & Co.,  according  to 
Bill  Hyder  (see  the  article  on  the  Hart  set  in  this  catalog). 


This  is  the  Cal  gold  token  found  in  the  cornerstone  of  the  Tonopah  Court  House  (1905). 


This  is  the  rare  Tonopah  Gold  Coin  of  1905. 
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We  Invite  You  to  Consign 


We  would  like  to  sell  your  coins  and  currency  to  the  highest 
bidders  in  an  upcoming  Stack's  Bowers  Galleries  auction! 


Call  today  to  find  out  how  you  can  maximize  your  consignment 
potential  in  an  upcoming  Stack's  Bowers  Galleries  auction. 
Schedule  subject  to  change. 


800.458.4646  West  Coast  Office 
800.566.2580  East  Coast  Office 

1063  McGaw  Avenue  Ste  100,  Irvine,  CA  92614  • 949.253.0916 
lnfo@stacksbowers.com  • StacksBowers.com 
California  • New  York  • New  England  • Hong  Kong 

A Sp«anim  Group  lrmm.tlon.1  Comporw  jgg  3 , 3 
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GALLERIES 


Stack's  Bowers  Galleries  Upcoming  Auction  Schedule 


May  9-11,2013 


Jun  17-23, 2013 


Aug  9-18, 2013 


Aug  18-22. 2013 


Sept  17-22. 2013 


Nov  4-10.2013 


Nov  4-10, 2013 


Stacks  Bowers  Galleries  March  25, 2013 

Official  Auction  of  the 

ANA  National  Money  Show 

New  Orleans,  LA 

U.S.  Coins 

Stack's  Bowers  Galleries  May  1 , 2013 

Official  Auction  of  the  Whitman 

Com  & Collectibles  Baltimore  Expo 

Baltimore,  MD 

U.S.  Coins 

Stack's  Bowers  Galleries  June  17, 2013  lU.S.I 
Stack's  Bowers  and  Ponterio  May  13, 2013  (World) 
Official  Auctions  for  the 
ANA  World's  Fair  of  Money 
Chicago.  IL 

U.S.  & World  Coins  and  Currency 

Stack's  Bowers  and  Ponterio  May  20, 2013 

Hong  Kong  Auction  of  Chinese 
and  Asian  Coins  & Currency 
Hong  Kong 

Chinese  and  Asian  Coins  & Currency 

Stack's  Bowers  Galleries  July  29. 2013 

The  September  2013  Whitman 

Philadelphia  Aucbon 

Philadelphia,  PA 

U.S.  Coins 

Stack's  Bowers  and  Ponterio  Aug  12, 2013 

Official  Auction  of  the  Whitman 
Coin  & Collecbbles  Baltimore  Expo 
Baltimore,  MD 

World  Coins  and  Paper  Money 

Stack's  Bowers  Galleries  Sept  16, 2013 

Official  Aucbon  of  the  Whitman 

Com  & Collectibles  Balbmore  Expo 

Baltimore,  MD 

U.S.  Coins  and  Currency 
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MOWE  REVIEW 

The  Brasher  Doubloon 

Private  detective  Philip  Mar- 
lowe (George  Montgomery) 
is  hired  by  a wealthy  widow, 
Elizabeth  Murdock  (Florence 
Bates),  to  find  a stolen  coin, 
the  infamous  Brasher  Dou- 
bloon. 
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Auction  Results  February — June  2013 


Since  the  publication  of  the  previous  ‘Brasher  Bulletin’  the  auc- 
tion scene  for  Pioneer  gold  has  been  very  active.  Reviewed  on 
the  following  pages  are  the  offerings  from  Heritage,  Stacks/ 
Bowers,  Goldberg  and  Holabird-Kagin  Americana.  Ten  different 
venues  have  taken  place  and  as  I’m  sure,  many  of  you  know  that 
the  million  dollar  mark  for  a territorial  gold  coins  has  now  been 
surpassed.  Namely,  Eric  Newman’s  example  of  Augustus 
Humbert’s  personal  $10  coin  which  graded  an  astonishing  MS- 
68!  The  million  dollar  barrier  has  also  been  surpassed,  I believe 
eight  times  for  both  currency  and  coins  so  far  in  2013.  I hope 
that  the  listings  which  follow  can  be  of  interest  to  many  of  you 
for  determining  future  bids  or  of  general  interest  to  see  what  is 
going  to  auction  and  what  is  hot  and  what  is  not. 
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Heritage  Long  Beach  Signature  Auction  Feb.  7-8 

Lot  4034-(  1 842-52)  A.  Bechtler  Dollar,  27G.  2 1C.  Plain  Edge  MS-62  NGC.  K-24,  R.3.  $6,756.25 
Lot  4035-  1852  Humbert  Fifty  Dollar,  887  Thous.  VF30  PCGS,  K-l  I,  R.5.  $25,850 
Lot  4036-  1853  Assay  Office  Twenty  Dollar,  900  Thous.  AU55  PCGS.  K-l 8.  R.2.  $9,400 
Lot  4037-  1852  Wass  Molitor  Ten  Dol.  Large  Head,  Wide  Date  AU50  NGC.  K-4,  R.5. 
$9,963.75 

Lot  50 1 0-  ( 1 83 1 -34)  C.  Bechtler  Dollar,  30G  AU53  NCG.  K- 1 , R.4.  $5,267.50 
Lots  501  1-5024 — Cal  Fractional  Gold,  14  Lots.  ($587  to  $3,800) 

Stacks  Baltimore  Auction  March  13-15 

Lot  4357-Undated  (1842-1852)  August  Bechtler  $1  Gold.  K-24.  Rarity-3.  27.G.,  2I.C  Plain 
Edge.  MS-62  (NGC).  $8,812.50 

Lot  4358-Undated  (1842-1852)  August  Bechtler  $1  Gold.  K-24.  Rarity-3.  27.G.,  2I.C  Plain 
Edge.  AU-55  (NGC).  $2,937.50 

Lot  4359-Undated  (1842-1852)  August  Bechtler  $1  Gold.  K-24.  Rarity-3.  27.G.,  2I.C  Plain 
Edge.  EF  Details-Damage  (PCGS).  $1,292.50 

Lot  4360-  United  States  Assay  Office  of  Gold  $20  Gold.  K-l 8.  Rarity-2.  900  Thous.  AU  Details 
-Repaired  (NGC).  $4,1  12.50 

Lot  4361-  Kellogg  & Co.  $20  Gold.  K-l.  Rarity-5.  VF  Details-Smoothed  (PCGS).  $2,820 
Lot  4362-California  $20  Counter.  K-6.  Rarity-6.  Bronze.  EF-40  Uncertified.  $199.75 
Lot  4363- 1 86 1 Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  $20  Gold  Die  Trial.  K-l 2c.  Rarity-6.  Gilt  Copper  MS-61 
(NGC).  $12,925 

Lot  4364-Undated  (Circa  I960)  J.JU.  Conway  & Co.  $5  Gold  Bashlow  Restrike.  Silver.  MS-66 
(NGC).  $52.88 

Heritage  Coin  Auction  Dallas  March  22-24 

Lot  4495— (1837-42)  Bechtler  Quarter  Eagle,  64G,  22C,  MS62  NGC,  K-l  I,  R.6.  $30,550 

Lot  4496— (1837-42)  Bechtler  Five  Dollar,  Colons  Obverse  AU55  PCGS,  K2I,  R.7.  $67,562.50 
Lot  4497-  (1834-37)  Bechtler  Five  Dollar,  20  Distant  RUTHERF-Improperly  Cleaned  NGC  De- 
tails. AU.  K-l 9,  High  R.6.  $5,581.25 

Lot  4498-  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  Ten  Dollar  AU58  NGC.  Kagan-7,  R.4.  $ I 6,450 

Lot  4499-  1853  Assay  Office  Twenty  Dollar,  900  Thius.  MS63  PCGS  K-l 8,  R.2.  $ 1 8,2 1 2.50 

Lots  4500  thru  4504-  5 lots  of  Cal.  Fractional  Gold  (R3,  R4  & R5)  ($940  to  $3,250) 
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Holabird-Kagin  Auction  Reno  April  12-13 

Due  to  the  large  number  of  Cal  Fractionals  sold  please  refer  to  your  catalog  or  the  Holabird 
Americana  web  site  for  pictures  and  prices  realized. 

Heritage  Eric  P.  Newman  Auction  April  24-26  Chicago 

Lot  4058-  1852  Humbert  Ten  Dollar  MS68.  CAC.  Kagin-IO,  R.5.  $1,057,000  ™ 

Heritage  Coin  Auction  Chicago  April  24-27  (Platinum  Session) 

Lot  4642-  1837-42)  C.  Bechtler  Five  Dollar,  I34G,  With  Star  AU58  NGC  K-20,  R.4.  $1  1,899.23 

Lot  4643-  I860  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  Ten  Dollar  AU55  NGC.  K-3,  R.5.  $30,550 
Lot  4644—  1851  Humbert  Fifty  Dollar,  Lettered  Edge,  880  Thous.  NGC  XF.  K-2,  R.5.  $47,000 
Lot  4645-  1851  Humbert  Fifty  Dollar,  Reeded  edge,  880  Thous.  Improperly  Cleaned — NGC  De- 
tails. AU.  K-5,  Low  R.5.  $42,593.75 

Lot  4646-  1852  Assay  Office  Ten  Dollar  MS62  NGC.  K-I2a,  R.4.  $17,625 

Lot  4647-  1 852  Assay  Office  Ten  Dollar  MS62  NGC.  K- 1 2a,  R.4.  $ 1 8,800 

Lot  4648-  1852  Assay  Office  Fifty  Dollar,  900  Thous.-Altered  Surfaces-PCGS  Genuine.  K-14,  High 

R.5.  $18,212.50 

Lot  4649-  Oregon  Exchange  Co.  Five  Dollar  Fair  2 PCGS  CAC,  K-l,  R.5.  $17,625 

Lot  4650-  Kellogg  & Humbert  S.S.  Central  America  Gold  Ingot,  CAGB-519.  23.29oz.  $129,250 

Heritage  Coin  Auction  Chicago  April  24-27  (Signature  Session) 

Lot  6171-  1850  Baldwin  Five  Dollar  PCGS  Genuine,  K-2,  R.5.  Did  Not  Sell 

Lot  6172-  (1837-42)  C.  Bechtler  Dollar,  N Reversed  AU53  NGC,  K-4,  R.4.  $3,525 

Lot  6173-  (1837-42)  C.  Bechtler  Dollar,  N Reversed  MS6I  NGC,  K-4,  R.4.  XF45  PCGS,  K-23, 

High  R.6.  $7,637.50 

Lot  6174-  (1837-42  C.  Bechtler  Five  Dollar,  RUTHERF:  XF45  PCGS.  K-23,  High  R.6.  $8,225 
Lot  6175-  (1837-42)  C.  Bechtler  Five  Dollar  20  Distant,  RUTHERF-Improperly  Cleaned-NGC  De- 
tails. AU,  K-I9,m  High  R.6.  $5,728.12 

Lot  6176-  1852/1  Humbert  Ten  Dollar — Rim  Filed — NCS  Details.  Unc.  K-8,  R.4.  $7,050 
Lot  6177-  1853  Assay  Office  Twenty  Dollar,  900  Thous. — Improperly  Cleaned-  NGC  Details. 
Unc.  K-l 8,  R.2.  $7,095.82 

Lot  6178-1852  Kellogg  & Co.  Twenty  Dollar-Obverse  Graffiti-NGC  Details.  AU,  K-lb,  R.5. 
$7,637.50 

Lot  6179-  1849  Norris,  Gregg,  & Norris  Five  Dollar,  Plain  Edge  VF35  NGC,  K-2,  R.5.  $7,637.50 
Lot  6180-  1855  SSCA  Relic  Gold  Medal  “1855  Kellogg  & Co.  Fifty”  Gem  Proof  PCGS  $6,462.50 
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Lot  6181-  1855  SSCA  Relic  Gold  Medal  “1855  Kellogg  & Co.  Fifty”  Gem  Uncirculated  PCGS 
$4,700 

Lots  6182-6201— Cal  Fractional  Gold  (20  Lots  / $705  to  $5,875) 

^ Stacks  May  20 1 3 ANA  Auction  / New  Orleans 

Lot  1204—  1830  Templeton  Reid  $2.50  Gold.  K-l.  Rarity-6  AU-58  (PCGS).  Secure  Holder. 
$329,000 

Lot  1205-  Undated  (1831-1834)  Christopher  Bechtler  $1  Gold.  K-l,  Rarity-4.  30.G,  Star.  MS-61 
(PCGS)  $16,450 

Lot  1206— Undated  (1831-1834)  Christopher  Bechtler  $5  Gold.  K-l 5.  Rarity-7.  I50.G,  20  CAR- 
ATS. AU-55  (PCGS).  $64,625 

Lot  1207-  Undated  (1831-1834)  Christopher  Bechtler  $5  Gold.  K-l 7.  Rarity-5.  RUTHERFORD, 
I40.G,  20  CARATS,  Plain  Edge,  MS-61  (PCGS).  $22,325 

Lot  1208-  Undated  (1831-1834)  Christopher  Bechtler  $5  Gold.  K-l 7.  Rarity-5.  RUTHERFORD, 
I40.G,  20  CARATS,  Plain  Edge,  AU-53  (PCGS).  $1  1,162.50 

Lot  1209-  Undated  (1831-1834)  Christopher  Bechtler  $1  Gold.  K-4.  Rarity-4.  28.G,  N Reversed. 
VF  Details-Damage  or  Tooling  (PCGS).  $1,11 6.25 

Lot  1210-Undated  (1837-42)  Christopher  Bechtler  $2.50  Gold.  K-l 5.  Rarity-6.  70.G,  20  CAR- 
ATS, AU  Details-Graffiti  (PCGS).  $4,993.75 

Lot  121  I -Undated  (1837-42)  Christopher  Bechtler  $5  Gold.  K-20.  Rarity-4.  I34.G.;  21  CARATS, 
With  Star,  AU-55  (PCGS).  $ 1 5,335.75 

Lot  1212-  Undated  (12837-42)  Christopher  Bechtler  $5  Gold.  K-23.  Rarity-6+.  RUTHERF, 

I28.G,  22  CARATS.  AU-55  (PCGS).  $21,737.50 

Lot  1213-  Undated  (1842-1852)  August  Bechtler  $1  Gold.  K-24.  Rarity-3.  27.G.,  2I.C,  Plain  Edge. 
AU-55  (PCGS).  $3,818.75 

Lot  1214-  Undated  (1842-1852)  August  Bechtler  $1  Gold.  K-24.  Rarity-3.  27.G.;  2I.C.,  Plain 
Edge.  AU  Details-Cleaning  (PCGS)  $1,645 

Lot  1215-  1849  Moffat  & Co..  $10  Gold.  K-6a.  Rarity-5+.  EF  Details-Tooled  (PCGS).  $4,700 
Lot  1216-  1850  Moffat  & Co.  $5  Gold.  K-7.  R-4.  AU  Details-Damage  or  Tooling  (PCGS)  $2,585 
Lot  1217-  1850  Moffat  & Co.  $5  Gold.  K-7a.  Rarity-4.  Large  Eaghle.  AU-50  (PCGS)  $5,640 
Lot  1218-  1852  Moffat  & Co.  $10  Gold.  K-9.  R-6.  Wide  Date.  AU  Det.-Cleaning  (PCGS)  $28,200 
Lot  1219-  1851  Augustus  Humbert  $50  Gold.  Reeded  Edge.  K-6.  Rarity-4,  887  THOUS.;  Target 
Reverse.  EF  Details-Damage  or  Tooling  (PCGS).  $14,100 

Lot  1220-  1852  Augustus  Humbert  $50  Gold.  Reeded  Edge.  K-l  I.  Rarity-5.  887  THOUS.;  Target 
Reverse.  Genuine  -Code  98.  Damage  (PCGS).  $ 1 4, 1 00 
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Lot  1 22 1 - 1 852  United  States  Assay  Office  of  Gold  $50  Gold.  K- 1 3.  Rarity-5.,  887  THOUS.  AU-53 
(PCGS).  $58,750 

Lot  1223-1853  United  Atates  Assay  Office  of  Gold — Moffat  $20  Gold.  K-19.  Rarity-5+.  AU  Details 
-Scratch  (PCGS).  $16,450 

Lot  1224—  1849  Massachusetts  and  California  Company  $5  Gold  Die  Trial.  K-4a.  Rarity-7+.,  Cop- 
per. AU-55  BN  (NGC)  $ 1 2,925 

Lot  1225-  1850  Baldwin  & Co.  $5  Gold.  K-2.  Rarity-5.  AU  Details-Tooled  (PCGS).  $1  1,162.50 

Lot  1226-1850  Mormon  $5  Gold.  Rarity-5+.  AU-53  (PCGS).  $35,250 

Lot  1227-  1850  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  $2.50  Gold.  K-l.  Rarity-4.  MS-61  (PCGS).  $ 1 2,925 

Lot  1228-  I860  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  $5  Gold.  K-2.  Rarity-4.  AU  Details-Cleaning  (PCGS).  $5,875 

Lot  1229-  I860  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  $10  Gold.  K-3.  Rarity-5.  AU-53  (PCGS).  $30,550 

Lot  1230-  1861  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  $2.50  Gold.  K-5a.  R-7.  AU  Det.-Cleaning  (PCGS).  $4,700 

Lot  1231-  1861  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  $10  Gold.  K-7.  R-4.  EF  Details-Cleaning  (PCGS)  $4,993.75 

Lot  1232-  1861  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  $20  Gold  Die  Trial.  K-l 2c.  Rarity-6.  Copper.  EF  Details-Rim 

Damage  (PCGS).  $2,585 

Lot  1233-  1851  San  Francisco  State  of  California  $10  Die  Trial.  K-3a.  Rarity-7.  Copper.  MS-64  BN 
(PCGS).  $17,625 

Lots  1234-1242 — Cal  Fractional  Gold.  9 Lots.  ($332-$646) 

Goldberg  Pre-Long  Beach  Auction  |une  2-4 

Lot  2060-  August  Bechtler,  I DOLLAR  CAROLINA,  27  Gr.  21  Carats  PCGS  Genuine  AU  Details. 
$ 1 ,800 

Lot  2061-  Moffat  & Co.  (San  Francisco)  $5  Gold.  NGC  AU-55.  $6,250 

Lot  2062-  U.S.  Assay  Office  $50  ‘Slug’,  887  THOUS.  Reeded  Edge.  PCGS  EF-40.  $34,000 

Lot  2063-  Wass,  Molitor  & Co.  (San  Francisco)  $50  Gold  PCGS  Genuine.  Our  grade  is  Sharpness 

of  an  XF.  $21,500 

This  sale  also  included  a number  of  re-strikes  not  listed  here. 

Lots  2068-2070 — Three  lots  of  Cal  Fractional  Gold.  ($420-$  1 ,300) 

Lot  2071- Complete  Type  Set  of  Cal  Fractional  Gold  1852-1882.  Lucite  holder  1 2 pieces  EF  to 
AU.  $7,500 


Heritage  Long  Beach  Signature  Auction  June  5-9 

.Lot  492 1 -( 1 837-42)  C.  Bechtler  Five  Dollar,  1 34G,  With  Star  MS6 1 NGC.  K-20,  R.4.  $ 1 8,80 1.17 
Lot  5966-(  1 842-52)  A.  Bechtler  Dollar,  27G.  2 1C.,  Plain  Edge-Reverse  Damage-NGC  Details.  Unc. 
K-24,  R.3.  $2,115 
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Lot  5967-1853  Assay  Office  Twenty  Dollar,  900  Thous.-Filed  Rims-PCGS  Genuine.  Unc.  Details.  K 
-18,  R.2.  Did  Not  Sell 

Lots  5968-5980- Cal  Fractional  Gold,  13  Pieces.  ($881  to  $2,800) 

Stacks  Baltimore  Auction  June  20-21 

Lot  2350-Undated  (1837-1842)  Christopher  Bechtler  $5  Gold.  K-20.  Rarity-4.  I34.G.,  21 
CARATE,  With  Star.  AU-55  (PCGS)  Sale  Pending 

Lot  235 1 -Undated  (1837-1842)  Christopher  Bechtler  $5  Gold.  K-20.  Rarity-4.  I34.G.,  21  CAR- 
ATS, With  Star.  AU-53  (PCGS)  Sale  Pending 

Lot  235 1 -Undated  (1842-1852)  August  Bechtler  $1  Gold.  K-24.  Rarity-3.  27.G.,  2I.C.,  Plain  Edge. 
MS-62  (NGC)  Sale  Pending 

Lot  2353-  Undated  (1842-1852)  August  Bechtler  $1  Gold.  K-24.  Rarity-3.  27.G.,  2I.C.,  Plain  Edge. 
AU  Details-Repaired  (PCGS).  Sale  Pending 

Lot  2354-1849  Moffat  & Co.  $5  Gold.  K-4.  Rarity-5.  VF  Details-Damage  (PCGS).  Sale  Pending 

Lot  2355-1852  California  $20  co8nter.  K-6,  Rarity-6  Bronze.  EF-40  (Uncertified).  Sale  Pending 
Lot  2356-1852  August  Humbert  $10  Gold.  K-IO.  Rarity-5.  AU  Details-Improperly  Cleaned  (NGC) 
Sale  Pending 

Lot  2357-  1853  United  States  Assay  Office  of  Gold  $20  Gold.  K-18.  Rarity-2.  900  THOUS.  AU-55 
(PCGS).  Sale  Pending 

Lot  2358-1853  United  States  Assay  Office  of  Gold  $20  Gold.  K-18.  Rarity-2.  900  THOUS.  AU-50 
(ANACS)  OH.  Sale  Pending 

Lot  2359-1850  Baldwin  & Co.  $5  Gold.  K-2.  R-5.  VF  Details-Surface  Damage  (PCGS)  Sale  Pending 

Lot  2360-1855  Wass,  Molitor  & Co.  $10  Gold.  K-6.  Rarity-7.  Au-50  (PCGS)  SSCA.  Sale  Pending 
Lot  2361-1854  Kellogg  & Co.  $20  Gold.  K-l.  Rarity-5.  Small  Arrows.  AU  Details-Improperly 
Cleaned  (NGC)  Sale  Pending 
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Summer  2013  Auction 


Auimt  23rd  & 24ll  - Reno,  Nevada 
* * * Call  us  loll  Iree  877-852-8822  lor  a calalod  * * * 

A major  tollecllon  ol  hlslortcal  cameras  & panoramic  pholograplis 

daiing  back  lo  I880’s-I900’s 


Plus  Western  Americana  & Numismatic  Rarities 


Included  in  the  sale  are  nearly  100  historical  panoramic  photographs  including  military,  World  War  I , 
large  corporations  (Ford,  Maytag,  etc.).  Landscapes  from  US,  England  & Japan,  ghost  towns,  city-scapes 
and  much  more! 


•k 


Yon  can  count  on  the  experts  at  nolabird-Kagin  Americana  to  devdop  a complete  hacfcgtound  for  each 
item  we  sett,  and  tkese  hnc  cameras  are  oo  exception— ve  focus  on  hne  details  and  the  big  picture.  ^ 

Contact  os  today  at  775-852-8822  and  let  os  answer  your  quettions  in  a flash!  ^ 


^ Visit  us  ou  (lie  web  nt 

www.HolabirdAinerlcana.coin  - 


iifitib" 
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THESOdETYOF 

PRIVATE  AND  PIONEER  NUMISMATICS 


2013 

ANNUAL  MEETING 


Join  us  Saturday,  August  17**’  at  ANA’s  World’s  Fair  of  Money  in  Rosemont, 
Illinois  for  the  SPPN  annual  meeting. 

This  year's  meeting  will  feature  Paul  Franklin. 

We  are  happy  to  host  Mr.  Franklin  as  he  discusses  the  early  assayers  of  San 
Francisco  and  Nevada  and  presents  exxiting  content  from  his  most  recent  book, 

Anatomy  of  an  Ingot. 

As  an  added  bonus,  Paul  will  be  available  after  the  meeting  at  Kagin’s  booths 
412/414  to  sign  copies  of  Anatomy  of  an  Ingot  and  Karl  Moulton  will  be  there  to 

sign  copies  of  his  new  book, 
lohn  1.  Ford.  Ir.  and  the  “Franklin  Hoard”. 

We  look  forward  to  seeing  you  Saturday,  August  I?'*’  at  1 lam  in  room  1 1 of  the 
Donald  E.  Stephens  Convention  Center  in  Rosemont. 

l-'or  more  information  contact  beth(n>kagins.com  or  call  415-4.^5-2601 


SP  SodctTtrrrivate 
m rtoncer 
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* Documents  the  careers  of  important  early 
American  assayers 

Early  San  Francisco  assaying  business 
Conflicts  with  the  U.S.  Mints 

* History  of  silver  mining  in  Arizona  and  Nevada 

* Earliest  maps  and  photos  of  the  Comstock 

* One  of  the  largest  Mining  Stock  Frauds 

* First  Tin  Mine  to  produce  in  the  U.S. 

* Original  advertisements  from  period  newspapers  and 
directories 

Appendix  on  the  history  of  assaying 

* Over  250  pages  with  140  illustrations  and 
470  references. 

* $29.95  per  copy 


AnfiWai9?A!I!TOOT 
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Book  Review  “Anatomy  Of  An  Ingot’* 

Paul  Franklin  sent  me  a copy  of  his  new  book,  “Anatomy  of  An  Ingot”  re- 
cently for  a brief  review  as  follows.  Additionally,  I had  a opportunity  to  sit 
down  with  Paul  at  the  recent  Long  Beach  Expo  and  discuss  in  detail  this  fi- 
ne book.  When  I first  heard  about  his  book  and  discovered  that  the  subject 
matter  was  about  a single  silver  ingot,  I wondered  just  how  much  could  be 
written  on  the  item.  First  of  all,  the  book  is  not  a small  book,  it  contains 
251  pages  in  8 1/2  x 1 1 format  and  is  published  on  high  quality  glossy  stock 
in  full  color. 

The  ingot  which  is  the  subject  matter  is  silver  and  weighs  in  at  4.97  troy 
ounces  with  a stamped  value  of  $6.42.  It  was  sold  by  Stacks  on  Oct.  16, 
2007  as  part  of  the  John  J.  Ford  collection.  Paul’s  fascination  centers 
around  the  three  assay ers  who’s  names  appear  on  the  ingot,  Mathey,  Kustel, 
and  Riotte.  The  book  is  essentially  broken  into  three  parts,  each  delving  in- 
to the  three  aforementioned  assayers.  Their  professional  careers  have  been 
eloquently  researched  in  great  detail  and  timelines  associated  with  each  and 
their  involvement  with  the  ingot  and  how  their  lives  came  together  is  really 
brought  to  life. 

Surprisingly  the  ingot  itself  was  manufactured  at  the  assay  office  in  New 
York  City  in  1881  and  it  is  the  only  ingot  known  to  display  these  three  as- 
sayers who  each  had  very  different  careers.  After  reading  Paul’s  book  one 
will  develop  a unique  understanding  of  a little  known  portion  of  history  be- 
ginning in  the  American  west  and  trans  versing  the  country  all  the  way  back 
east. 

The  book  if  profusely  illustrated  with  many  photos  and  illustrations  of 
which  many  have  never  been  brought  together  or  published  before.  In  sum- 
mary, you  are  not  reading  about  a simple  silver  ingot  but  its  history  and  the 
lives  of  the  assayers  who  came  together  in  the  latter  half  of  the  19th  century 
and  created  a piece  of  history.  1 found  Paul’s  book  to  be  a very  interesting 
and  different  book  with  a unusual  aspect  on  history. 

Doug  Nyholm 


Volume  I.  Issue  3 


Page  23 


On  the  journey  of  investigation  into  their  lives  you  meet  the  mining  men  that  helped 
shape  their  careers  and  who  were  historically  important  in  shaping  early  American  ^ 
western  history:  ^ 

* Wass  Molitor  & Co,  assayers  and  pioneer  gold  coiners 

* Aguston  Haruszthy,  first  assayer  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint  and  father  of  the 

California  wine  industry  ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ / 


f < 


O 


* Samuel  Heintzelman,  Arizona  pioneer,  miner  and  Civil  War  Major  General 


* Samuel  Butterworth,  superintendent  of  the  New  York  Assay  Office  and  president  of  the  New 

1 Almaden  Quicksilver  Mine  in  San  Jose  j 

\ " '•  / ” 

. * Samuel  Colt  of  the  Colt  Arms  Co.  ^ 

V , / > 

* J.  Ross  Browne,  western  chronicler,  explorer  and  secret  agent  for  the  Treasury  department 

" 'st  > V k S 

Almarin  B.  Paul,  Mining  Entrepreneur  in  California  and  the  Comstock 

* MTUiam  Sharon,  Banker  to  the  Comstock  ^ a 

^ ^ r V'  „»  jt  U u j 

i • J f ' <■  ' 


D 


I. 


* C.  A.  Luckhardt,  Assayer  and  Bogus  Mining  Stock  Promoter 

* Thomas  Edison 

* President  Benjamin  Harrison 


* Jose  F.  Navarro,  one  of  Americas  least  known  entrepreneurs  responsible  In  part  for  the  Panama  T 
Canal  and  a number  of  multi-billion  dollar  companies 


X 


i 


Pre-order  your  copy  today! 

Please  send  order  requests 
to  pgfranklin^charter.net  or  call  775-849-029 


Buy  & Sell  Mining  Stock  Certificates,  Assay  Documents,  Checks, 
Photographs  and  Western  Paper  Ephemera  & Books 
Paul  Franklin  775-849-0295  pgfranklin@charter.net 
www.BonanzaBorrascaWA.com 
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National  Token  Show  and  Auction 


August  30,  3 1 , 20 1 3. Atlantis  Hotel  Casino  & Resort.  Reno,  Nevada 


The  annual  NTCA  (National  Token  Collectors  Association)  is  holding  its  show  and  auction  in  Reno.  Hosted  by 
Fred  Holabird,  the  event  has  a vividly  exciting  feel  and  promises  to  be  very  different. 

More  than  50  token  and  medal  dealers  from  around  the  country  will  be  participating  in  the  show  bourse.  These 
include  many  of  the  most  prominent  names  in  the  field.  Attending  dealers  include  John  Heleva  of  Cal  National  Coin,  one 
of  the  largest  dealers  in  Americana;  Larry  Ellman,  one  of  the  largest  medal  dealers  in  America;  Ron  Lerch,  western  token 
expert;  Holabird-Kagin,  the  largest  token  selling  company  in  America;  CT  Rodgers,  one  of  America’s  leading  casino  chip 
dealers;  Peter  Spooner,  author  of  the  Arizona  token  book;  Mike  Patton,  the  major  dealer  of  Washington  and  Oregon  piec- 
es; Duane  Feisel,  author  of  the  California  Saloon  Token  book  will  be  among  those  present.  Dealers  are  coming  from 
Maine,  South  Carolina,  Utah,  Nebraska,  Oklahoma,  New  Mexico  North  Dakota,  Pennsylvania,  Washington  and  other 
states. 

There  will  be  a number  of  important  public  displays.  Nationally  known  collector  Alan  Weinberg  is  displaying  an 
incredible  exhibit  of  “The  Tokens  Dreams  Are  Made  Of’,  two  show  cases  with  the  top  twenty  of  the  best  and  finest  of 
American  tokens.  A separate  display  of  the  two  different  Virgil  Earp  tokens  will  also  be  shown  publicly  for  the  first  time. 
These  two  historic  tokens  mark  the  “gunfighter”  era,  and  are  of  keen  interest  to  collectors. 

Complete  sets  of  Carson  City,  Virginia  City  and  Tahoe  tokens  will  be  on  display  for  the 
first  time.  No  complete  collections  have  ever  been  assembled,  let  alone  shown  publicly 

until  now. 

Additionally,  show  attendee  are  encouraged 
to  bring  their  favorite  (and  rare)  tokens  for  a 
“token  shootouf  ’ where  each  participant 
brings  a token  and  why  they  think  it  is  im- 
portant. NTCA  members  and  show  attendees 
will  vote  on  several  categories  of  these  to- 
kens, including  rarity,  history  and  other  fac- 
tors. 

The  auction  features  about  900  lots  of 


rare  American  tokens,  worth  well  over 
$150,000.  Included  in  this  is  a rare  gold 
Alaska  2”  medallion,  rare  Alaska,  Ari- 
zona and  California  collections,  the 
Clint  Maish  Nevada  collection,  and  oth- 
ers. Of  special  interest  is  the  Mel  Reiter 
Canadian  milk  token  collection. 
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eo  IN«^  CURRENGV^UCT+OWS 


We  Know  Brashers 

Visit  oiir  Auction  Archives  at  HAcom/Archives 
for  complete  infonnation  on  Brashers 
and  more  than  3.4  irdllion  other  rarities. 


Chile.  CttHctTn  R B*tuih* 

1 77S  DA.  Stmtiago  mml 
f-B  tft  imd /orBphnum  Brmker  in  ovai 
V/.  (Jtpped 
Reaitzeti:  SSO.HOO 


yran<e.  iauis  f^uu  tfhraux  b$9ettn 
(hieoM*  mint 

l:B  rrutrk  m om/ /or  tf>hraim  Brmker 
Vf,  koied  ami  piugged 
Reultxed:StZ2!iO 


George  H (tuinoi 

1 749  LB  for  Fphntim  Brasher  tm  omi  tortouche. 
Seript  IB  moaogmm  fisr  John  Burger 
Vf.  i^peti.  Pfugged  hy  fphrmnt  Bnuher 
RraUzeit  S4f>,000 


Portugal,  lotto  V ^400  Ret* 
17^9.  Ushon  mint 
FB  nuiri  for  F.phmim  Brasher 
FtHt  mttri  fin  Lewis  hueler  and  (t 
XF.  cupped  and  rt'eiigni 
Bealtzett  SJ4.500 


BraziL  lose  f f^400  Bets 
IFjtfB.  Bio  mtnt 

F.B  nntri  in  o^xtlfin  Fphraitn  Brasher 
Fc^  nutri  in  oivt/  for  Lewis  Fueter  and  G 
Xf  Bttiseil  phfg  vtsMe  on  reverse. 
BetilixedS.^4,SB0 


A»rfu^.  loop  V HOO  Bets  (fntettomtl  loe) 

1749.  Usbon  tmnl 
F.B  murk  Bn  Fpkmmt  Brasher 
F.  CJipped.  Marked  FM  in  ovtd  for  Fphnnm  Bntsher 
BetdisetL  $29,900 


We  invite  you  to  consign  your  general  or  specialized  collections  to  an 
upcoming  auction.  Call  a Consignment  Director  today:  800-872-6467 


.ut<l  Ilf'  ( tdht  tors  ILitnlhiutk  i Vw  Inf  n<‘W  (iH*nlv  suIhmiI  .iik  Ik  mi  itmm  !•<.  oi  SKKK)<  in  thi^  < lr<Mn  Mtiv  In«  IikI<*  vsMir 

« (Mit<K  t mt«»nu4tMMi  .11x1  itxiil  lo  f tax  21  r'inaii  < >rr|r«p.*oUA.<  tMii.  or  i all  I<ir  tixrrt*  «lHallv  {^»  to  HA.«  <mivI  (*<). 

Annual  Sales  Exceed  S800  Million  1 750.000-f  Online  Bidder-Members  the  WORLD'S  LARGEST  numismatic  auctioneer 
3500  Maple  Ave,  1 7th  Floor  I Dallas,  Texas  75219  I 800  872-6467 
DALLAS  I NEW  YORK  I BEVERLY  HILLS  I SAN  FRANCISCO  I PARIS  I GENEVA 

IX«ai.n,.,.-<l..nM,.  S«nu,4l,.s«11/7/  M4i- S,»fM  1617V  Ai,. In,. V.M  1k«l6  W.S,.  1641 1 

- Sf  “itj  ■»'  autM • t/ 5%  £‘a>«r'( 

^ HIUMfKM 
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The  Cayuga  Joint  Stock  Company  of  1849  by  WA.  Ogden:  Epilogue 
with  a Biographical  Profile  of  Company  Member,  Dr.  O.D.  Munson. 


by  Dan  Owens 

In  late  December  of  1 848  or  early 
January  of  1849,  the  California  Gold 
fever  struck 

the  residence  of  Dr.  Oscar  D.  Munson, 
a dentist  from  Auburn.  Cayuga  Coun- 
ty, New  York.  Poring  over  the  news- 
print that  told  of  the  great  wealth  that 
lay  beyond  the  far  horizon,  beads  of 
sweat  began  to  appear  on  his  brow. 

Munson  closed  his  eyes  and  imagined 
himself  standing  in  the  shallows  of  a 
cool  river  while  he  carefully  pulled  his 
handkerchief  from  his  shirt  pocket  and 
slowly  wiped  the  sweat  from  his  fore- 
head. Looking  down  into  the  water,  he 
saw  the  glint  of  gold  tucked  safely  be- 
neath a bed  of  gravel.  Seeking  to  cure 
his  malady,  Munson  gladly  forked 
over  $500  and  secured  a position  with 
the  Cayuga  Joint  Stock  Company.  Al- 
so bound  for  the  far  away  land  of  El 
Dorado  were  fellow  afflicted  members 
and  future  California  coiners  and/or 
assayers,  John  G.  Kellogg,  a mer- 
chant; J.H.  Steams,  a hardware  dealer; 

Werthington  S.  Lyon,  a merchant;  An- 
drew J.  Haight,  a jeweler;  and  Hiram 
T.  Graves  a nursery  man;  all  from  Au- 
burn. The  only  assayer  in  the  association  at  the  time  of  its  formation  outside  of  Haight  was  Chauncey 
A.  Markham  of  Onondaga  County.  Eventually  79  men  participated  in  the  venture. 

The  Company  gathered  in  the  dining  room  of  the  Western  Hotel  in  New  York  and  W.W.  Sheppard, 
a lawyer  from  Auburn,  was  elected  President.  He  wrote  up  and  presented  the  articles  of  the  associa- 
tion. The  adventurers  would  cast  their  fate  to  the  wind  onboard  the  sailing  vessel  Belvidere. 

Cayuga  Joint  Stock  Company  member  W.  A.  Ogden  would  later  write  that  the  barque  Belvidere  was 
a Baltimore  Clipper  of  500  tons,  that  had  long  been  pronouneed  so  un-seaworthy  that  no  responsi- 
ble insurance  company  would  insure  a life  that  sailed  with  her  [emphasis  added).  But  that  did  not 
matter,  whatever  shortfalls  the  ship  had,  could  be  made  up  for  in  the  sheer  determination  of  her  gold 
seekers.-  Captain  Barney,  a farmer  who  was  once  a whaleman,  would  take  the  wheel  of  the  Belvidere 
assisted  by  first  and  second  mates  the  Gardners,  Jared  and  Coffin,  both  farmers  and  former  whalemen. 
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Ogden  wrote,  “Our  cargo  consisted  of  mining  tools,  provisions  for  three  years,  and  quite  a large  amount  of 
lumber  for  building  purposes  and  merchandise.  The  disbursements  and  receipts  of  the  company,  as  indi- 
cated by  my  memoranda,  were  as  follows:  The  ship  and  supplies  cost  $14,716.71 ; drugs  and  medicines, 
$500;  goods  & c.,  $24,235;  commission  $1,710.63;  amount  paid  in  by  members,  $39,000,  showing  78 
men.  There  were  in  fact  79,  but  Capt.  Barney  did  not  pay  as  he  was  allowed  $500  for  services. 

We  received  for  passengers  $250...” 

Five  members,  including  Chauncey  Markham,  remained  behind  to  take  the  quicker  Isthmus  route  to  Cal- 
ifornia and  scout  out  the  land  of  gold  for  the  remaining  Company.  Most  of  the  men  on  board  the  Belvidere 
were  complete  strangers  with  one  common  goal,  get  to  California  and  cure  what  ailed  them. 

Ogden  noted,  on  the  28th  of  February,  1849:  “Our  passage  to  quarantine  was  pleasant.  Coming  to  an- 
chor about  3 p.m.,  having  to  wait  for  a favorable  wind  that  would  take  us,  with  five  or  six  other  vessels, 
out  to  sea.  March  2nd,  the  wind,  being  all  that  could  be 

desired,  a pilot  came  on  board,  the  anchor  was  raised  and  we  were  at  last  started  on  our  long  voyage  to  the 
Pacific  coast.” 

However,  a dose  of  reality  quickly  set  in  and  the  gold  seekers  quickly  faced  two  new  maladies,  both  sea 
and  home  sickness. 

Ogden  continued  his  account  with  the  following  passages:  “The  wind  was  blowing  hard  from  the  north 
east,  and  our  sail  from  quarantine  to  Sandy  Hook  was  a rapid  one.  Here  the  pilot  left  us,  departing  amid 
the  hearty  cheers  given  by  those  on  board.  But  I doubt  if,  six  hours  after  his  departure,  a cheer  could  have 
been  raised  on  our  ship.  We  were  beating  into  the  wind,  and  the  vessel  with  its  heavy  cargo  of  lumber, 
rolled  fearfully.  A large  number  of  the  [personal  sea]  chests  between  deck,  broke  from  their  lashings,  and 
were  sliding  and  tumbling  in  all  directions.  The  confusion  and  noise  was  indescribable.  When  we  left  the 
Hook  all  were  on  deck,  feeling  happy  and  jolly,  each  asking  the  other  who  would  be  the  first  to  succumb 
to  sea  sickness.  It  came  quickly  to  all  except  two  of  us. 

“On  each  side  of  the  vessel  next  to  the  bulwark,  were  lashed  some  heavy  spars,  which  were  made  a 
convenient  place  for  sitting,  being  just  high  enough  so  that  a person  could  put  his  head  on  top  and  look 
into  the  sea.  In  a very  few  hours  seventy  odd  men  were  seated  in  a row  on  the  leeward  side  of  the  vessel, 
looking  into  the  sea,  and  acting  as  near  alike,  and  in  concert,  as  possible.  As  night  approached,  one  and 
another  of  the  poor  fellows  made  their  way  to  their  staterooms,  some  trying  to  joke  and  smile,  others  mad 
to  think  they  were  sick,  and  many  in  tears.  One  gentleman  from  Auburn  exclaimed  in  his  misery,  ‘Oh! 
why  did  I leave  home?  I who  had  so  good  a home!’.. 

“We  ‘spoke’  [with]  many  ships  on  our  way,  receiving  from  all  a hearty  recognition.  On  the  30th  of 
March,  we  sighted  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands,  and  though  we  did  not  leave  the  ship,  the  sight  of  land  was 
very  pleasant.  We  had  the  long  wished  for  opportunity  of  sending,  through  a fishing  party,  near  one  of  the 
islands,  our  first  letters  to  the  friends  at  home.  The  8th  of  April  we  struck  the  trade  winds.  Our  Sundays 
were  passed  quietly, 

a part  of  the  time  occupied  with  religious  services. . . 

“On  the  14th  of  May,  we  had  the  heaviest  gale  of  the  voyage,  - many  seas  breaking  over  the  vessel.  I 
was  awakened  about  midnight  by  a lurch  of  the  ship,  and  by  the  voice  of  the  third  mate  telling  me,  that  if  1 
wished  to  see  a regular  ‘buster’  to  turn  out.  and  come  on  deck.  I could  not  stay  there  very  long,  as  every 
sea  made  a clean  sweep  over  the  ship. . . 

“On  the  1st  of  June,  we  had  our  first  snow  storm.  It  was  cold,  unpleasant  and  dispiriting.  About  eighty 
of  us  collected  together  in  the  hold  of  the  old  ship  without  a fire,  and  hardly  sufficient  light  to  read  by. 
When  the  cold  became  too  intense  we  sought  the  warmth  of  our  berths.  For  about  a month  we  made  no 
progress.  Time  was  passed  in  playing  cards,  chess,  reading  and  arguing  on  the  articles  in  the  constitution 
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of  the  Company.  We  were  now  in  latitude  57°,  longitude  75°,  and  June  21  st  was  our  shortest  day,  be- 
ing only  five  and  a half  hours  long,  the  sun  rising  above  the  horizon  only  8 1/2°. 

On  June  23rd.  we  could  congratulate  ourselves  on  having  at  last  rounded  Cape  Horn,  and 
were  now  running  from  four  to  six  knots  an  hour. 

“We  celebrated  the  74th  anniversary  of  America's  independence  by  firing  guns  and  pistols.  The 
Stars  and  Stripes  were  fastened  to  our  masts,  and  flying  in  the  wind.  The  order  of  exercises  for  the  day 
were,  1st  prayer  by  E.A.  Mills;  2nd  singing  by  the  whole  company;  3rd.  music  by  the  band;  4th,  read- 
ing of  the  Declaration  of  Independence;  5th,  oration  by  H.  C.  Hall;  6th,  singing  by  the  whole  compa- 
ny; 7th,  music  by  the  band.  Last  but  not  least,  dinner,  which  comprised  all  the  luxuries  the  ship  af- 
forded. 

“It  will  be  noticed  that  we  had  ‘music  by  the  band’.  It  consisted  of  members  of  the  company,  and 
was  something  to  be  proud  of. . . We  were  much  indebted  to  them,  for  in  that  long  wearisome  voyage 
their  music  contributed  in  various  ways  to  our  happiness.  When  we  reached  San  Francisco,  our  band 
played  in  the  streets,  and  drew  a large  and  enthusiastic  audience.  We  were  informed  that  it  was  the 
first  band  ever  heard  in  the  streets  of  San  Francisco.  It  was  frequently  employed  on  festive  and  public 
occasions,  and  received  from  $50  to  $75  for  its  services. 

“On  the  29th  of  July,  we  sailed  into  the  harbor  of  Callao  [Peru],  and  for  the  first  time  in  five  months 
set  foot  on  land.  The  ground  seemed  to  rock  to  and  fro,  rendering  it  impossible  for  us  to  walk  without 
staggering...  The  markets  were  most  tempting  for  a hungry  sailor,  well  paved,  with  fountains,  and 
delicious  fruits... 

“One  morning,  another  party  and  myself  started  to  walk  to  Lima,  a city  six  miles  distant...  Within 
two  miles  of  the  city,  the  roads  were  bordered  by  side-paths,  beautiful  gardens,  with  seats  for  weary 
travelers,  and  fruit  trees.  We  passed  unnoticed  by  the  sentinels  at  the  gate,  and  entering  Lima,  found  it 
very  much  like  Callao...  The  cathedrals  were  very  beautiful,  decorated  in  the  richest  manner  with 
gold  and  silver.  We  went  from  the  cathedral  to  the  president's  palace  (a  remarkably  fine  building), 
where  we  saw  the  president,  who  greeted  us  very  politely.  We  visited  the  cotton  factories,  markets, 
museums,  and  Peruvian  Library,  which  contained  at  that  time  more  than  20,000  volumes...  We  could 
not  form  a judgment  of  the  ladies,  for  all  that  we  could  see  of  their  features  was  one  eye,  the  rest  of 
the  face  being  closely  veiled.  We  returned  to  Callao  the  next  day. 

“On  August  7th,  we  lifted  anchor,  and  bade  adieu  to  old  Peru,  starting  again  with  a good  wind  for 
California.  After  our  little  dissipation  in  Peru  we  had  no  money  left;  we  were  obliged  to  sell  some  of 
the  extra  spars,  which  in  order  to  avoid  duty,  were  lowered  over  the  sides  of  the  ship  during  the  night, 
being  towed  away  by  the  ships  which  brought  them.  We  did  not  feel  our  poverty,  for  were  we  not 
bound  for  the  land  of  gold?  Our  time  was  now  occupied  in  making  tents,  gold-washers,  etc.,  in  antici- 
pation of  our  new  life.  We  were  troubled  now  with  sickness,  as  a result  of  our  holiday  on  land,  and 
one  of  our 

number,  Walter  W.  Tuttle  [a  carpenter  from  Auburn],  died  very  unexpectedly  to  us  all.  It  was  our  first 
death,  and  experience  of  burial  at  sea.  He  was  a true  and  manly  fellow,  esteemed  by  us  all,  and  his 
death  cast  a heavy  gloom  over  the  ship.  There  was  a singular  incident  connected  with  that  sad  event. 
The  day  before  his  death  a very  handsome  black  bird,  about  the  size  of  a dove,  came  and  lit  on  the 
combings  of  the  main  hatch  within  a few  feet  of  where  poor  Tuttle  was  lying,  and  remained  there  all 
the  afternoon,  permitting  itself  to  be  handled  by  any  one  who  came  along.  Just  before  dark  it  rose,  and 
making  a circle  around  the  ship,  lit  on  the  fore-top  gallant  yard,  where  it  remained  until  a few  minutes 
after  he  died,  where  it  Hew  away,  and  was  not  seen  again... 
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"The  time  seemed  very  long  now,  and  we  waited  impatiently  for  the  end  of  our  journey.  We  were  delayed 
three  weeks  by  calms  and  head  winds,  but  on  the  8th  day  of  October,  after  being  over  seven  months,  or 
212  days,  on  shipboard,  we  entered  with  loud  cheers  the  Golden  Gate  of  California. 

"When  we  arrived  in  San  Francisco,  the  company  was  out  of  funds,  and  we  all  went  ashore  seek- 
ing work,  w hich  each  man  found  for  himself,  turning  the  avails  into  the  common  fund.  The  day  la- 
borers received  $1  per  hour.  Some  were  quick  and  successful  others  not  so;  a few  indicating  that  labor  was 
not  the  first  thing  they  wished  for,  but  they  were  most  willing  to  assist  in  spending  money.  Our  tents  were 
placed  on  the  shore,  men  being  left  to  care  for  them,  and  attend  to  the  cooking.  We  worked  in  this  way 
several  weeks,  coming  to  our  meals  at  the  camp,  until  funds  had  accumulated.  Then  a mining  party,  con- 
sisting of  nineteen  men.  was  organized  to  go  to  Stockton,  on  the  way  to  the  Mariposa  mines.-  We  took  the 
long  boat  which  could  carry  ten  tons  of  freight,  filled  her  with  tents,  camp  equipages  and  provisions  suffi- 
cient for  a winter's  supply,  and  started  in  a whale  boat  towing  the  long  boat.  The  voyage  was  very  tedious, 
as  much  of  the  time  we  were  compelled  to  use  the  oars.  A few  nights  we  were  unable  to  land,  and  had  to 
remain  in  our  boats,  resting  as  best  we  could.  On  arriving  in  Stockton  we  hired  a train  of  mules  to  pack  us 
in  to  the  mines,  paying  freight  at  the  rate  of  fifty  cents  per  pound,  everything  being  carefully  weighed.  The 
prices  at  that  time  seemed  immense,  to  us,  not  being  used  to  it. 

“Our  march  to  the  Mariposa  mines  was  a long  one.  We  were  detained  for  a day  or 
two  by  the  floods  on  the  Stanislaus  River.  Here  we  had  great  fun  catching  salmon,  which  were  plainly  to 
be  seen  going  up  the  river  by  the  thousands.  We  shot  them  and  killed  them  with  clubs.  Those  speared  by 
the  Indians,  weighing  ten  or  twelve  pounds,  were  sold  for  ten  cents  a piece.  Here  I found  my  first  gold, 
picking  it  out  of  the  rocks  with  my  jack-knife. . . 

“On  our  arrival  at  the  Mariposa  mines,  we  encamped  on  a side  hill,  dividing  into  squads  of  four,  each 
squad  looking  out  for  itself,  and  finding  its  own  work.  G.L.  Mead,  of  Splinter  Hill,  near  Moravia,  was  the 
hunter  of  the  party,  being  very  successful  in  supplying  us  with  venison,  etc.  Every  thing  in  the  eatable  line 
being  very  expensive,  costing  one  dollar  per  pound,  excepting  venison,  which  cost  25  cents,  and  Spanish 
beef  which  was  50  cents.  At  one  time  we  weighed  out  in  gold  $125  for  100  lbs.  of  flour.  Potatoes  were  not 
to  be  had  at  any  price. 

“We  remained  in  the  mines,  being  fairly  successful,  until  spring  [1850].  We  then  broke  camp,  hir- 
ing mules  of  the  Ithaca  company  to  pack  our  baggage  and  provisions  down  to  the  junction  of  the 
San  Joaquin  and  Mercede  (sic)  rivers,  where  we  expected  our  boats  to  meet  us.” 

I believe  that  this  particular  Ithaca  Company  had  a direct  connection  to  the  mining  company  whose 
name  was  found  on  a $10  pattern  piece  struck  over  an  1849  U.S.  Large  Cent.  On  page  79,  of  Dr.  Don  Ka- 
gin's  standard  reference  work  on  pioneer  gold  coinage,  he  cited  the  autobiography  of  W.B.  Taylor  of  the 
Ithaca  Mining  Company  or  the  Ithaca  and  California  Mining  Company.  Taylor's  work  ended  with  a few 
members  of  the  Company  on  the  banks  of  the  Merced  River.  Transporting  goods  for  other  miners  may 
have  been  how  they  ended  up  making  their  living  after  their  coining  press  had  been  sold  in  San  Francisco 
months  before  they  had  arrived  there. 

Ogden  continued:  “Finding  on  our  arrival  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mercede,  that  our  boats  were  not  there, 
one  of  our  party  swam  the  river  so  as  to  reach  the  ferry,  which  was  on  the  San  Joaquin.  The  ferry  boat  car- 
ried us  across  the  Mercede,  where  we  waited  for  our  boats.  But  as  they  did  not  come,  our  party  divided, 
part  resolving  to  wait,  the  rest  buying  two  horses  and  going  to  San  Francisco,  by  the  way  of  Pachaker's 
Pass  and  San  Jose. . . We  had  to  camp  in  the  rain,  with  only  our  oil  blankets  to  protect  us.  One  part  of  the 
way  we  had  to  march  through  water  eighteen  or  twenty  inches  in  depth.  It  was  a most  disagreeable  trip. 

“On  our  arrival  at  San  Francisco,  we  found  a sorry  looking  company  of  men.  Many  were  sick  with  the 
fever,  some  had  died,  quite  a number  had  left  the  company,  and  had  gone  into  business  for  themselves, 
among  whom  were  Captain  Barney  and  the  Gardners.  Only  part  of  the  company  went  to  the  mines,  the 
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balance  remained  in  San  Francisco  through  the  winter,  and  labored  in  various  ways;  some  at 
their  trades,  some  in  the  mint,  some  as  day  laborers.” 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Ogden  was  referring  to  John  Glover  Kellogg  among  others,  who  went  to 
work  for  Moffat  & Co.'s  mint  and  would  become  a partner  in  several  other  coining  and  or  assaying 
firms  including  Kellogg  & Richter,  Kellogg  & Humbert,  and  Kellogg,  Hewston  & Co. 

Ogden  continued:  “They  had  come  from  all  professions  and  conditions  of  life,  and  they  could  do 
everything  from  preaching  to  horse  stealing.  Let  no  one  draw  unfavorable  conclusions  from  this  state- 
ment. The  members  of  the  company  were  (with  a few  exceptions)  true,  noble,  wholesouled  fellows- 
but  it  would  be  a marvel  if  there  should  - not  be  found  some  black  sheep  in  a flock  of  seventy-nine 
which  had  been  brought  together  as  we  were. 

“Three  buildings  were  erected  by  the  company,  with  material  which  we  carried  with  us.  We  lost 
one,  as  we  shall  find  through  defect  of  title.  One  of  the  others  we  rented  as  a hotel.  Those  who  were  in 
the  city  lived  in  the  other  and  made  it  [their]  headquarters.  As  there  was  much  sickness,  one  part  of 
this  building  was  used  as  a hospital  for  the  sick  members.  Mr.  John  Choate  [a  tinsmith  from  Auburn] 
had  charge  of  it.  It  soon  became  evident  that,  as  a ‘Company’  we  were  not  a success,  and  the  feel- 
ing was  unanimous  that  we  must  disband.  This  was  delayed  until  the  annual  meeting,  when  the 
votes  stood  decidedly  in  favor  of  it.  Parties  were  selected  to  dispose  of,  and  see  to  the  property  as  far 
as  possible,  dividing  the  same  equally.  J.H.  Stearns,  one  or  two  others  and  myself  were  selected  to 
attend  to  the  business.  - We  sold  all  that  was  valuable  belonging  to  the  ship,  stripping  her  of  her  rig- 
ging, and  disposing  of  her  at  auction  for  $2,500.  It  was  hauled  up  in  the  mud,  and  made  a storehouse 
of.  Afterward,  1 have  been  told,  she  was  cut  down  to  low  water  mark,  filled  in  with  sand,  and  became 
the  foundation  of  a large  brick  store. 

Before  the  ship  sailed  from  New  York  we  invested  some  $15,000  or  $20,000  in  lumber, 
spars,  beef,  pork,  boots  and  shoes,  iron  and  molasses,  which  were  taken  with  the  expectation  that 
large  profits  would  be  made  when  sold  in  California.  Marvelous  stories  were  told  and  published  of  the 
fearful  prices  everything  brought  in  the  land  of  gold.  We  did  do  well  on  some  of  our  purchases,  but 
our  anticipations  of  making  a fortune  on  our  investments  were  not  realized.  Part  of  the  lumber  was 
used  in  a building  which  was  erected  on  a lot,  of  which  we  were  subsequently  dispossessed,  thus 
proving  a dead  loss  to  the  Company.  It  will  be  remembered  that  we  paid  for  the  ship  and  its  supplies 
about  $15,000,  hence  in  selling  the  ship  for  $2,500,  another  serious  loss  was  sustained. 

“In  view  of  these  facts  it  will  not  be  wondered  at  that  the  ‘Cayuga  Joint  Stock  Company’  was 
not  a financial  success.  Each  member  paid  in  $500  when  the  company  was  formed.  Two  dividends 
were  made  in  the  spring  of  1850,  one  of  $208  and  one  of  $70.92.  We  had  then  some  real  estate  un- 
sold. This  was  placed  in  charge  of  J.H.  Stearns  to  sell... 

“As  soon  as  the  Company  dissolved,  new  combinations  were  formed,  the  parties  leaving  im- 
mediately for  the  mines.  Some  remained  in  the  city,  and  obtained  employment  in  the  mint.  Our 
party  consisting  of  Timothy  L.  Barker  of  Auburn,  Volney  Hughitt  (sic)  and  John  T.  Rundal  of  Genoa, 
and  myself,  located  on  [the]  Bear  River,  and  remained  there  several  months.  Then  we  moved  down  to 
a place  on  the  Big  Auburn  ravine,  called  Ophir,  three  miles  from  Auburn.- 

“While  we  were  on  [the]  Bear  River  we  used  the  ‘cradle’,  which  has  recently  been  described  in  the 
Century,  but  it  was  slow,  laborious  work.  ‘It  is  the  rudest  and  simplest  of  all  machines  employed  for 
the  separation  of  gold  from  gravel,  through  which  it  is  distributed...'  For  a day's  labor  each  man  was  ex- 
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pected  to  wash  one  hundred  pails  of  dirt,  not  regarding  it  as  paying  unless  it  yielded  six  to  eight  cents  per 
pail...  This  ravine  had  been  and  was  a sort  of  camping  ground  for  those  who  had  been  during  the  summer 
or  dry  season,  working  on  the  rivers,  and  who,  during  the  winter  or  wet  season,  came  back  to  the  ravine, 
where  there  was  plenty  of  water  on  the  surface.  While  here,  we  adopted  the  ‘Long  Tom’  by  which  we 
could  accomplish  much  more  than  by  the  ‘cradles’,  it  paying  us  to  go  over  the  same  ground  we  had 
worked  with  the  cradles... 

"Wlien  we  first  came  to  Ophir  we  lived  in  tents,  cooking  outside  by  a stump  or  log.  Becoming  dissatis- 
fied we  finally  bought  a log  cabin,  with  a canvas  roof  and  Missouri  chimney.  It  was  situated  in  a small 
valley  surrounded  by  low  lying  hills,  and  near  a cold  spring  of  never  failing  water.  The  low,  wide- 
branching  oak  trees  scattered  here  and  there,  with  the  green  lawn,  marred  by  no  underbrush,  reminded  us 
strongly  of  the  luxuriant  apple  orchards  of  the  states.  It  was  truly  a pleasant  place  to  live  in,  and  here  we 
were  visited  by  a great  many  Cayuga  county  people,  many  of  whom  remained  in  our  camp  until  they 
could  obtain  a good  position.  The  town  of  Ophir  was  but  a short  distance  from  us.  It  was  like  many  other 
California  towns,  small,  with  two  hotels,  two  gambling  houses,  plenty  of  supply  stores,  and  some  resi- 
dences. Gambling  was  as  public  as  the  selling  of  goods  and  groceries.  As  all  stores  sold  whiskey,  they  be- 
came a general  rendezvous  for  the  gamblers,  who  did  nothing  but  drink,  gamble  and  occasionally  fight. 
Miners  they  studiously  avoided... 

“I  remained  in  the  big  Auburn  ravine  until  my  return  home  in  1853...  Little  do  people 
realize,  in  these  days,  when  one  week  of  travel  will  carry  them  to  the  ‘Golden  Gate’, 
how,  but  a few  years  ago,  there  was  no  great  system  of  railways  with  all  their  facilities  for  ease  and  com- 
fort. but  that  weeks,  even  months  must  elapse  before  they  reached  the  promised  land. 

“It  is  now  thirty-four  years  since  the  Belvidere  sailed  out  of  the  harbor  of  New  York  with  her  hopeful 
adventurers... We  were  boys  then,  with  our  hearts  filled  with  bright  dreams  and  golden  hopes.  But  now 
gray  hairs  and  failing  sight,  and  many  other  signs  remind  us  that  youth  has  long  since  passed...” 

Epilogue: 

The  Sacramento  Union  on  October  14th.  1869,  recorded  the  celebration  of  the  twentieth  anniversary  of 
the  arrival  of  the  bark  Belvidere.  Among  those  gold  seekers  onboard  the  vessel  and  still  living  in  San 
Francisco  were  H.T.  Graves,  Dr.  O.D.  Munson,  J.G.  Kellogg,  W.S.  Lyons,  A.J.  Haight  and  T.L.  Barker. 
On  October  12th.  1899,  Cayuga  Joint  Stock  Company  member  Timothy  L.  Barker  hosted  a fifty  year  re- 
union for  the  surviving  members  of  the  Company  at  his  brightly  lit  mansion  in  Oakland,  California.  Mark- 
ing their  disembarkment  from  the  Belvidere  many  decades  ago,  six  of  the  ten  remaining  survivors  cele- 
brated under  a huge  American  flag  and  feasted  at  a table  filled  with  the  best  cuisine  the  Bay  Area  had  to 
offer. 

The  attending  members  were  as  follows:  William  M.  Eddy,  a banker  currently  residing  in  Santa  Barba- 
ra; Werthing  S.  Lyon,  who  for  the  past  forty  years  had  worked  with  assayers  Kellogg  & Humbert  and  Kel- 
logg, Hewston  & Co.  and  had  been  a foreman  in  the  melting  department  of  the  Selby  Lead  and  Smelting 
Works;  Andrew  J.  Haight  of  Alameda,  formerly  with  Moffat  & Company,  Kellogg  & Richter,  and  after- 
ward an  assayer  with  Kellogg,  Hewston  & Co.,  predecessors  of  the  present  Selby  Smelting  Works;  Dr. 
William  A.  Grover,  a retired  physician  and  the  oldest  of  the  resident  sextet,  and  Hiram  T.  Graves,  former- 
ly with  Moffat  & Co.,  later  in  the  United  States  Assayer's  Office,  San  Francisco  Mint,  and  at  present  sec- 
retary of  the  Mount  Olive  Cemetery  Association.  The  gentlemen  were  accompanied  by  their  wives. 

The  other  four  survivors,  who  had  since  returned  to  Cayuga  County,  New  York,  and  from  whom  greet- 
ings were  received,  were  Dr.  Oscar  D.  Munson,  dentist;  Weston  A.  Ogden,  retired  merchant;  John  Choate, 
hardware  dealer,  and  George  Richardson,  furniture  dealer.  Music  was  provided  and  the  evening  closed 
with  the  company  singing  ‘Auld  Lang  Syne’,  and  a sentiment  to  the  next  anniversary.  Each  guest  was  pre- 
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sented  with  a souvenir  in  the  way  of  a miniature  pick,  shovel  and  pan,  and  each  lady  received  a little 
bucket  of  so-called  nuggets.  - 

Biographical  Profile  of  Dr.  O.D.  Munson: 

Cayuga  Joint  Stock  Company  member  Oscar  Demetrius  Munson  was  bom  in  Vermont  in  1812.  A 
dentist  by  profession,  he  can  be  found  listed  in  the  1852  California  Census  living  in  Placer  County. 

His  name  appeared  in  an  1853  Postal  Guide  as  being  a postmaster  at  Ophirville,  Placer  County.  Ap- 
parently he  tried  to  make  ends  meet  by  relying  on  his  old  profession,  for  he  advertised  his  dental  ser- 
vices at  68  J Street  in  the  Sacramento  Union  in  May  and  June  of  1 853. 

However,  this  did  not  last  long  and  the  gold  bug  bit  him  again,  and  he  ended  up  working  his  way  up 
the  ladder  at  the  San  Francisco  Branch  Mint  from  its  beginnings  in  April  of  1854.  In  1861,  he  grew 
tired  and  frustrated  with  the  working  conditions  at  the  Branch  Mint  and  in  particular  dealing  with  as- 
sayer  Conrad  Wiegand.  He  resigned  as  assistant  assayer  on  July  30th.  During  the  same  time  period, 
the  reign  of  coiners  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  was  glacially  creeping  to  an  end  in  Denver.  Thus  Munson 
turned  his  attention  towards  the  East  and  made  his  move  to  the  mile  high  mint  via  a steamer  back  to 
New  York. 

The  Colorado  Tri-Weekly  Miner's  Register  ran  the  following  notice  on  October  24th,  1 862:  Dr.  O.D. 
Munson,  who  was  for  over  seven  years  connected  with  the  assaying  department  in  the  California 
Mint,  and  is  now  appointed  United  States  assayer  for  the  Denver  Branch  Mint,  has  taken  charge  of  the 
assaying  and  melting  departments  of  the  mint  of  Clark,  Gmber  & Co.,  and  is  now  ready  to  melt,  assay 
and  put  into  bars  whatever  gold  may  be  offered  until  the  U.S.  Mint  goes  into  operation...  On  Novem- 
ber 20th,  1 862,  the  Rocky  Mountain  Weekly  News  carried  an  interesting  passage  detailing  Munson's 
handiwork:  A gentleman  who  left  here  two  or  three  days  ago  for  the  States,  carried  with  him,  in  a car- 
pet sack,  one  hundred  and  forty-five  pounds  of  gold  dust.  The  most  of  it  was  in  retort,  but  a part  in 
ingots  of  Dr.  Munson's  assay.  Each  ingot  was  about  two  and  a half  by  four  inches,  and  an  inch  and  a 
half  thick,  stamped  with  the  weight,  fineness  and  value.  Very  pretty  little  gold  bricks  you  may  be- 
lieve. 

In  1869,  Munson  was  nominated  for  a position  back  with  the  San  Francisco  Branch  Mint.  He  re- 
mained there  until  the  late  1 880's  when  he  returned  back  East.  Oscar  D.  Munson  passed  away  on  May 
12th,  1902  in  Auburn,  New  York.- 
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I would  like  to  thank  Robert  Leonard  for  reviewing  this  paper. 


Footnotes: 

1.  Cayuga  Joint  Stock  Company  Of  1849.  A Paper  Read  Before  The  Cayuga  County  Historical  Society 
April  25th.  1883,  by  W.A.  Ogden.  He  was  a farmer  and  speculator  from  Genoa,  New  York. 

2.  Mariposa  Mines:  Timothy  L.  Barker,  a member  of  the  Cayuga  Joint  Stock  Company  passed  away  in 
Oakland  in  1911.  His  obituary  stated  that  he  went  to  work  in  the  winter  of  1 849  in  Mariposa  County  at  the 
Agua  Frio  mining  claims. 

3.  J.H. Steams,  a hardware  dealer  from  Auburn  N.Y.,  went  on  to  work  for  Kellogg  & Humbert,  Kellogg 
Hewston  & Co.,  etc. 

4.  Ophir  was  in  Placer  County,  not  to  be  confused  with  Mount  Ophir  in  Mariposa  County,  where  coiner 
John  L.  Moffat  was  rumored  to  have  had  a mint  (subsequently  dispelled  by  Dr.  Don  Kagin). 

5.  San  Francisco  City  Directories  and  San  Francisco  Call  October  1 1th  and  13th,  1899. 

6 . Medical  Review  of  Reviews:  July  25,  1902,  pg.  702  and  The  Dental  Digest  Vol.  VIII,  pg.  434 
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Xo\emUT r.'ii  Till'  KNCiNKLiMxr,  <fr  Mt.viN’c  .niri.'N'Ai,  m: 

Cioldl  Faiirlbsiinifes 


! Bv  llriir.in- 

«>’ — 11 17//  the  illi-roreri/  of  plnrrr  gohl  in  thr 
j'ul'on,  ijulil  ilitsi  hccomr  tin-  iixuill  mitliuni  of  iDiiiiiii'r- 
cini  rxrhantjr.  It  irax  ni'ueil  <tl  ii  fixnl  iini'iiint  unit  ili- 
lulioii  iras  n mjntnr  imutirr.  Mnxt  nf  il  nririnjeil  froni 
fl.'i  to  i’ll  an  oiinir.  unit  >IH  irax  Iht  nil nr  in  rxchamir. 
Unnli.y  roni/nlrtl  for  ilx  imrilinxi  nnlil  xunir  irrrr  IninL- 
ruiil.  n lirn  an  nsxaij  haxis  ami  /u  ri  rnlai/r  ilrilm  lion  u rn 
watir  xltiniliinl.  Mrlltny  amt  laxtiny  into  hrirks  iV  now 
pra<ii<e<l  for  frnnsinirtaliun  hy  mail  or  rx/m.-K.  Sjierinl 
melhuih  of  assay  are  ilesrril-ril. 

X 

The  lir>t  diM-overy  «>i  field  in  tlie  Yukon  dminafie  ha>in 
wa.-  made  ou  the  Tauaua  in  tlie  early  ’“ns.  In  isSfi  the 
Fortvinile  ])huerji,  and  in  the  early  ’90s  the  Koyukuk, 
Rain)>art.  and  Binli  Creek  dciM>s't>-  were  hnuid.  pruh- 
ahlv  in  the  order  named.  But  it  n-inained  for  the  di^- 
i-ovory  of  the  iKtnanzas  of  the  Klondike,  in  to  >rive 

inininfi  in  tlie  refiion  Irihntary  to  the  Yukon  River  its 
first  hig  iin]K-tns.  The  overflow-  from  the  Dawxni  staiu- 
]>e<!e  led  indirettly  to  the  disi-ovory  of  jiay  at  I'airlmnks 
in  190:{,  and  the  overflow-  from  Fairbanks  led  to  the  find- 
iiij:  of  inifairtaul  jdaivrs  in  otlnT  jiart'  of  the  Amerii-au 
Yukon,  notably  at  Iditarml  and  Kuhy.' 

Cold  Dfs'i  -VS  \v  Kxiii\X(;k  ^Iedu-m 

Thi-  area,  iiiehidiiio  the  -iniilar  de)H»it.s  of  the  ad- 
jaivnt  Canadian  Yukon,  ha-  ]inKlueed  mdd  to  the  value 
of  more  than  s->oo,0()(),000.  The  dcvidopnn-nt  of  a min- 
iiifi  industry  of  siieh  inairnitnde  in  an  i.solated  refiion 
with  it.<  new-  and  ]ieiulinr  eomliii<»ns  naturally  involved 
the  intrudnetion  of  many  jiraetiies  nneoniinon  in  <ither 
|»arts  of  the  world.  In  the  ahsein-e  of  loin  and  iMUiknotes-, 
raw-  fiold  diist  heeame  the  nniversjd  medium  of  exehanfie. 
ainl  for  years  a pair  of  seah-  was  e'sential  to  e\ery  (snn- 
mereial  tran.saetion,  even  dow  n to  the  )>urehas<‘  of  a I’ifiar 
or  a drink.  With  the  eoniinir  of  t!w  hanks,  eiirreiny  was 
e.xehanoed  for  the  miners’  oold,  and  the  Kinks  iHsanie 
hnvers  of  jiold  iln.-t  on  a laree  >i  ali’  'I  hi!-  hnyinji  of 
diist  has  lonji  Imvii  one  of  ihe  lno^t  inijiortaiii  lines  of 
aetivity  of  the  lainks  of  tin-  Vorlh.  and  it  is  a line  un- 
known miller  similar  eondinoiis  to  laink<  in  oilier  jairfs 
of  the  world. 

(iold  dust  as  a medium  of  exi  han>:e  reaeheil  it»  Inch- 
est and  most  int<‘restiii;i  develojiment  .it  l>aw«on.  That 
camp  was  diseovereil  in  I.''in;.  and  in  the  eoiirse  of  two 
or  three  vears  the  piiMlnetion  leaped  to  a nnixinmm  of 
nearly  •'iVO.OOO.OOO  for  a sinjile  -in-on.  Thou-ands  of 
•Vrponaiit.s  riiM'ked  into  the  Klondike,  hiit  -iin  ••  they  werv‘ 
HW’kers  of  Hold,  they  natundly  hroueht  no  eiirrein  y with 
them.  Banks  were  enrlv  e«talilished.  hut  tin-  prodiiilioii 
was  so  ffreat  and  the  deni.ind  for  a medium  of  oxeliaiiHe 
so  insistent  that  tin-  few  inillioii'  of  enrn-my  wliieh  thev 
put  in  (irenhition  aimiially  wa-  hot  a-  a dro]>  in  the 
tnu  ket.  It  was  oiilv  alsinf  lin)-.;.  when  the  exliauslioii  of 
the  laiiianTas  had  liroii;rhl  in  it-  wake  a dwindliiio  of  jtm 
dui  tioii,  that  haiikiioies  Iksuiik-  -nlli.  ieiilly  ahiindaiit 
to  sup|dy  Ihe  needs  of  the  )Kipnlution. 

*Fnlrbfihkti.  AlA»kn 

‘The  wrilsr  Is  liiileMe.l  lo  IViul  Itopliint.  :is-.i>rr  foi  Ihs 
AmvrIrAh  Hnnk  nf  Alntika  f»>r  moul  of  thr  i!ala  t»r»  vvhlrh  in»« 
pnprr  Ir  linurtl  Anri  fo»  o'lo  h In  ••nil  iliorAUnii 


I.  FU.IS* 

I>.iw-son  pold  dn<t  cireiilatHl  at  .“^IG  an  ounce  flat,  hut  it 
wa.s  worth,  on  the  average,  appris  iahly  less  ilian  that.  The 
more  it  was  handled,  the  lower  Issaine  the  firade.  .Iu»t 
us  it  w-as  not  reiiardetl  as  a heinous  olfeiise  to  ‘•hiph- 
pnide’’  at  iloldlield,  -o  it  was  lonsidereil  jierfeetly  fair  to 
dilute  a ‘‘jsike"  of  pold  diisi  with  Mai  k sand  at  Daw-.-on — 
for  did  not  the  'Unecslinp  owiur  Nile  himself  from  hs— 
by  pas'iiip  it  on  to  -oimsuie  else*  On  a few  m-ea-ions 
brass  (iliDps  were  also  usi'd  for  purjHws  of  ilihition,  but 
this  was  penerally  liebl  to  lie  a repndieiisible  praetiie  Uir- 
derinp  on  dow-nriplu  dishonesty,  and  died  frmn  the  laek 
of  [iiiblic  -amtion.  The  last  holder  of  the  du't,  the  one 
who  sohl  it  on  an  assay  lai.-i'.  invariably  lo'l  money  ou 
the  transaetion.  whieli  was  probably  one  rea-ou  why 
poll!  diisI  hidd  its  |Mipiilarily  .so  bmp  as  a inediniu  of 
exihanpe,  siuee  iiiiboily  wanted  to  lie  the  ‘‘poat.’’ 

.M.v.sy  SwiMii.ixi;  .Mmiona 

There  were  other  nietliiKls  of  robliery  in  vnpuc  at  Daw- 
son licsides  diliitinp  the  dusi.  The  siale.s  were  usually 
.set  on  a stri]i  of  earpet,  and  soinetiiiles  a tub  was  jdaeed 
iHUieath  Ihe  l■onnler,  out  of  siplil  of  the  eiistmiiers;  the 
few  praiiis  of  pold  earefiilly  sjiilled  ea<di  time  a weipliinp 
wa-  miiile  were  thus  saved,  and  in  the  i-onr.-e  of  time 
they  made  a rc-sjieetahle  total.  It  wa-  itm-idercd  prsid 
form,  esiK^  ially  in  the  .-aliKin-,  to  hand  the  poke  to  the 
easliier  and  allow  him  to  helji  liim-elf.  Xeislle.—  to  -ay. 
the  ■■hou-e’’  never  pot  the  vvor-t  of  the  barpnin.  e-]ws  iallv 
on  oeea.-iotis  whi'ii  the  owner  i>f  the  )»ike  had  tvin  lied  that 
psyeholopii  ally  intere-iinp  stape  in  hi-  absiholic  s when 
cveiy  elovid  had  n polden  liniiip  and  eaeli  ehanie  by-- 
stninh’r  ti«ik  the  )daee  of  a lonp-lo.-t  friend.  The  |at-iiion 
of  )Kirter  in  the  -absui-  ami  dame-hall-,  i-arry-inp  with  it 
the  ine-timable  privibipe  of  svveepiiip  the  ibair  (and.  in- 
eivleutally.  of  |ianninp  the  -w-ivpinp- 1 was  oaperly  s,mpht ; 
lisiiallv  the  “lioii-e'’  pot  a vvrtain  )nniH<rtioii  of  the  pold 
roi’overi'd  as  -rake-otf." 

Most  of  the  pold  prodiieeil  at  Daw-on  ranpv'il  U-tween 
•SI.*!  ami  an  onme  in  value  but.  as  mnisl  nlnive.  the 
prude  de)>rei  iaiisl  in  handlinp;  yet  it  all  had  an  e.xi-liunpe 
valui"  Ilf  ■'ili’i.  OjaTators  wbo-e  pold  wa-  worth  more  than 
Slii  freipieiitlv  exi  lianped  it  al  <i  pn'iniiml  for  dti-t  of 
H lower  prade  with  wlin  li  to  ]iay  their  lulls. 

There  never  w a-  min  h ndii  at  D.m  -on.  »‘vv-|iip  to  (he 
lost  of  brinp'inp  it  in;  but  the  pambler-  ini|iortis]  eon-ul- 
ernlde  silver  for  their  own  n-e.  ami  this  pradiially  Issame 
more  vvidelv  ili-tribiited.  It  inav  Is-  inieri'-tinp  to  uoie 
lliat  even  now  there  .ir»'  m*  .niii-  in  • itviilatioii  either  al 
Daw -on  or  Kairbaiiks  of  a -mailer  denomination  than 
the  •i.'iienl  piise.  .\o  Mlleni|il  wii-  made  ill  the  Xorih 
to  en-t  “-hip- ” 111  p«dtl.  .1-  wa-  doin'  in  (’alifornia  in  the 
enrlv  dav-.  In  that  di-lriit,  Ihe  a-'aver-  iniide  disks  and 
liar-  of  pold,  wliieh  tbev  -tani)ssl  with  the  weiphi  and 
fineiie— . and  witli  the  name  of  the  iiidiv idtlnl  assayer  a- 
a piiuraniis-.  Tle-e  were  imi'b  in  -i/e--  worth  fixmi  (ivi 
or  tell  to  -s'venil  liiiiidre.l  dolhir-.  and  eiri  iilntisl  freelv  at 
their  fine  value.  Tie  leiriiorial  povernnient  of  Cal'lor 
Ilia  iil-ii  made  i.i  lapotial  -Imp-  "f  pobl  worth  *."if>  rni ' 

In  the  interior  of  .\la-ka.  diist  hn-  jsi-si'il  morv  iir  h •• 
rime  loop  iM-fore  lln-  di-.overv  of  D.iw-on.  bill  il  't 

altainnl  -in  It  iiii|iorlnniV  a-  .a  nnslinni  of  e.  .i  i- 
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it  •);<)  ihrro.  'I  '■'*  iiiiporliiiit  jiro.lm  lion  m I’uir- 
kiiik-  tt.i«  imiik'  «.-rc  orpiiii/..-.!  iiii- 

iin-'luiv  K.  ilii-t  fiMil.iUi)  cliiriiijr  ilio  lir'l  yar 

or  i«o  ii  til  . .in  |>.  liowoM-r,  iiiul  Miiiii-  -till  • iri  iiliilo 
,,,  ,(  i i*|«.ti.i)Iv  iilonu  thf  'I  ukoii  uinl  tn 

• Ko  ,i  I,.  Hiir  thill!;  lliiit  iiiililiiii-  a.L'aiii'^t  tin-  ihi>l 
,.in  r,-  nil  ulol  •lli<  r .\la^kIl  .li-triil-  ii>  iiii  l•.v•lulIl,l;•• 
nlliiio  n It'  ji'n.it  niiifrv  ill  tiiliK'.  \\  hill-  iii-iitiv  all  the 
l».i\.>i.ii  .;oUI  fill  xiilhiii  tin-  liiiiil-^  ol'  .mi'I 
oiiii-  . tin-  raiijri-  at  l-’nirlwiiks  is  from  -SI  ' to  si(i--an.| 
i-ii-ii  llii'M*  ll>;iin-s  ilo  not  n-|iri-s«-m  tin-  i-vin-iin'  limit', 
small  |K.k«-'  smm-tiim-s  rmitiiii;.'  Iiioln  r or  lower. 

Minnnis  l-'ou.owm  ll^  Uank.s  i\  riiaiiistM.  l>r'T 
III  l:iOl,  the  Fatrlaiiiks  Iiaiiker'  iitli-iii|'t'--l  lo  make 
II  I harp-  of  Ki  for  liiiiulliiio  the  iliist  lor  tin-  minor'.’ 
iihii'h  woiilil  siA-iii  to  'k*  roii'oiiahle  eiioii”li  in  view  of 
till-  o'i  iliarj.’oil  at  l»awson  in  llu-  i-aily  il.iys.  .So  niiii-h 
ohjislion  was  imnie  hy  the  inim-rs.  however,  that  the 
’■har;;e  was  ..iMin  i-i-ilin-i-il  to  -I  — whieli  iiu-an.s  that  the 

ih-]i.i'itor  reia-ives  10  > of  the  m-lnal  i-oinaoc  value  of 
the  ;;ol<i.  the  liaiik  i«iyin};a1l  ex)*<-ii'i '.  iin  linlin);  tin-  mini 
haroi-s.  fpiiii  Us  One  of  the  heavy  items  of  ex- 

|K-lis<-  for  the  hanks  is  line  to  the  inst-"ily  of  ini)«>rtiii;r  a 
hirp-  .imoiiiil  of  etirrrin-y  ein  li  spring'.  iMiriiio  the  anniuil 
fall  exoihi'  to  the  States.  Iininln.s1s  of  thoii.'ainls  of  dol- 
lars lire  taken  from  the  distriei  as  in  liial  easli.  thus  en-at- 
iii-'  a ih-rn-ieiii  V whieh  inii't  la-  sii|i|ilus|  iM-fotv  the  next 

season.  Imlividnal  hanks  have  had  I as  iiiin-h  a- 

a inillion  dollars  in  a 'iii;;le  year,  the  ex|ieii'e  of  whieh 
iiiiisl  ht-  UK  laded  in  the  eo-t  of  hainllint;  the  eohl  dii.'l. 
.\t  liiivison.  the  hank'  is-ne  their  own  eiirrem-y.  as  )iro- 
viih-.l  hy  the  laws  of  the  liominion;  tln-y  'iiiiply  imiHirl 
till-  iiiisi;;iied  haiikiiotes.  si;;n  them,  and  i>nt  them  in  eir- 

tnlalioii.  all  iil  a mi of  ex)H-n.-s-. 

’I’he  iioiniiiiil  eharoe  of  at  l-airhanks  w.-is  reii- 

•h-nsl  inojH-rative  for  several  years  hy  inieii-c  isini|«-li- 
lion  anion;'  the  lianks— MiniiK-iiiloii  whieh  eleiiliially 
hel|iisl  funs'  two  of  them  to  the  wall,  riio  iinniii-i-  was 
starli-il  of  linviii;;  tin-  dii't  oiitriolil  at  a di-rinile  )>riiv 
|H-r  oiiinv.  tin-  Imiikers  nien-l.v  lakiii:;  the  )iris-aiuio|i  of 
eh-anin;:  the  diisl  tho|-oi|olily  hy  “hlow  iii;;’  Is-lore  weioli- 
iii;.'.  Thus,  if  one  luiiik  olh-red  s--]*,,‘iii  (or  the  dn-l  Innii 
II  i-1-rliiin  i-hiiiii.  another  w-otihl  olTer  sill.."i.‘i  an  onine;  in 
thi'  mamier  the  |iiirehasiii;;  prnv  wiis  riii-isl.  a lew  ei-iits 
at  a lime,  until  the  prolil  for  the  hanks  dwindh-il  to  tlie 
viinisliiii;'  |Miint.  and  i-v-n  bis-.-unc  iximerled  into  an  ne- 
Inal  |o". 

This  iinln-allliy  isindition  of  liaiikino  atfairs  hi-ti-d  for 
-.  i-nil  seiisoiis,  diiriiio  whi-  li  none  of  the  liaiik-  made 
nion-  than  an  insiirnifh-ai!l  profit  in  hainlliii;.'  -.'old  ilast. 
ai"l  Ihi-n  lliey’e.-ns'--l  hi'idiii;.’  ilvam'l  i-iieh  otln-r  an-l  re- 
VI  r|.s|  to  the  pnieliis-  of  niakiii;:  tiiial  jiavnieiil  oiilv  on 
-siniph-tion  of  the  iis'iiv.  An  ailviiin-i-  i-  ininle  within  sitfe 
limit'  pi'-' e-iislv  lo.i-'ji'.  however,  when  unpiired  hy  tlie 
i|e|sisii..r.  hii't  froiii  ehiiiiis  when-  ex|K-rii-n's-  has  shown 
till-  "ni'le  to  Is  iiniromi  is  also  is-i-a-ionally  Uatohl  on  tlie 
r- -nil  of  for;...-r  a--.n  I irdinarilv.  nn-h  hu  of  diisl  is 
a-'iivisl  s,.|iarj|ii.|v . ■.  , o|  when  In  oz  m le-s  in  weiolil. 

in  whii'li  - a-.-  Ih.  . ‘-Tu-n-e  of  the  iis-mv.  whieh  is  dehile  l 
to  the  de|s.-ilor.  would  Is-  i-reiUer  than  any  prohahh- 
ViirilUion  in  tin-  '.ihl  .f  ihedllst. 

TIm-  « hnriu*  iit.liil  I ■ t»;i  i«;niVi-  ;»i  iHin  la  now 

•I' ...  Tlir  lulnrf  iht  it  «•  |»;m  n r*»vnl*'. 

hirh  una  nt  !lr>*l  ’ »i  ct  'iiluuHv  rf’*hoT«l 

ft*  7 or  I Kj*;h  t i.v.  •'  n.  uA.iltv*  ilo*  tuink 

vliiirKra  of  n***  »l  hi  th*-  wtifer.) 


.'.;'ii-r  in  the  hnllion  is  paid  for  to  the  nean-s|  five  iv-iils 
an  oiiii.T.  no  iUleni|>I  iK-illo  ininh-  lo  tollow  the  marki-t 
«{iiot.iti->iis  ol  the  outside,  rsevera!  linmired  ilollars  imiy 
Ik-  Io-I  in  II  'eason  tins  wav.  hat  it  is  siirx-  to  lie  reoaim-'l 
when  the  ipnitalioii',  in  their  ituM-h"  risi!  and  fall,  favor 
the  liank. 

1'IVkm;'S  III  \ viiioi'  Kind.'  of  Vi  ko.x  tlriLD 

Till-  (ini-iu-s»  of  the  Imllitiii  prodiui-vl  from  I-’iiirhank* 
aii'l  isiiiii.L'iions  di'iri'-ts  varies  from  li-ss  than  tliH)  for 
some  of  tile  Ti-inh-rfoot  yihl  lo  tn;.">  for  'onn-  of  ilial  from 
the  K-'vnknk.  (rule"  otln-rwi'e  'howu  hy  tin-  i-viniexl, 
the  vroril  ‘•lim-"  and  U'  derivative-  u-  \is<-d  in  thi'  im|H-r 
refi  rs  to  the  liiillioi)  prodin-ed  after  meltiii;;  the  dust.  The 
shrinkay  on  ineltin;r  vanes  widely,  hut  averay-s  ‘i  or 
:Vi  ).  tin  any  individual  i rv-t-k.  the  fim-m-ss  of  the  hnl- 
Inm  iiieri-iise-  pro;;re“'i\ely  downstream  from  the  wairie. 
Till-  i-  ]irovisl  hv  iimneroii'  as-av-.  whieh  -are  not,  iin- 
fortiiinilely.  avaiialile  for  pnlilieation,  Imt  it  is  a well 
known  filet  anion;'  minim;  men  throiiolmiu  the  distriet. 
.■siiiee  the  aveni!;i-  size  of  the  individual  partieles  i-oiti|K..s. 
iiio  llie  diisl  deen-ii't-s  lowafvl  the  month  of  a i-rix-k.  rt 
follows  tliiit  the  fineness  of  the  hnllion  im-n-a'i's  a-  the 
eriiiiis  of  ;*old  iM-mnie  snialh-r.  ^rin-  linem-"  ol  llie  hiil- 
lion  Ill'll  ini-n-axs-  from  the  sides  of  the  paVslrv-ak  lowaril 
tin-  v-fiilt-r;  that  is.  the  main  )iaystreak  pnidmes  Inillion 
of  a hi;iher  uriide  than  does  the  'o  i-allisl  side-pay.  IhU 
the  ;;ohl  from  tin-  main  piiy-tn-ak  is  loarser  than  that 
from  the  siih--|iiiy.  and  this  lirin,;;.'  out  an  inien-stiti;;  n- 
laiion.  whieli  has  never  las-n  salisfni  lorily  explained,  in 
the  hiii;;ittnliniil  diixs-tioii  of  a i-n-i-k.  the  fineness  of  the 
hnllion  det  n-a'i-'  with  i.iar-s-r  ^oild : at  ri^'lil  an;;U-s  to 
the  I u-t-k,  the  linem-"  itii-n-ase-  witli  ..'arsi-r  ;.'old.  .\sidc 
frviin  this,  however,  there  an-  fevr  kiniwn  eMv)'tioiis  to 
the  rule  that  the  miirser  pold  from  any  one  i leiinnp  |in*- 
dnit-s  lii,-.'ln-r  .L'rade  hnllion  than  tin-  ;;->ld  of  .-nialler  ;;i-ain. 
'I'lie  n-hition  is  elearly  shown  in  the  appended  tahiilatnm 
of  the  ivsiilts  ivhliiiiieil  hy  ni-liialiy  si-ns-iiiii;;  a elinniip 
from  1 1111111-  Crev-k  and  iis-s-iyiii!;  the  ditfi-nnl  'ia-'  -v-p- 
arati-ly : 
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. Till 

value  |«-r  oiitiis'  -.'iveii  is  the  priie  jiiud  the  ile(iO'itiir 
for  the  raw  .li|st.  and  is  the  mliml  niimiy-  value  less 
'li  I”'!'  -'‘III. 

In  jiraeliee,  sm-h  simple  relalii'iis  ii-  tliosi.-  mitlined 
iilsive  Ihiiiiik-  isniiplii-iiteil  when  a pnidni-in;;  sin-iini  has 
pni'hii  inu  Iriluiiiirie'.  eaeh  pnidiieint'  a dust  with  it< 

iiidiv idiiiil  eh.-trai  leristies.  Tho'i- aeeusliitnv'il  to  handlun; 
iiim-h  I'old  dust  eiin  tell  ainio'i  at  a ;rlaiiie  fn'in  what 
i-n-ek  a • h-aimp  .iiiin-.  and  even  from  wli.-il  )sii-|iiin  of  the 
i-reek.  In  one  eleannp  il  is  often  |M>'sihle  to  rifn;;iiize 
dost  froni  -i-verni  dilTereiil  -sinrn-s.  es)Miially  when  two 
dislim-l  i>ay--lri-!ik.s  have  miii;.di'il  their  ;;oltl 

('iimimtii:  of  tiif.  Coin  Prsr 

There  is  vi-rv  tittle  exi ivdiiiulv  liite-oraiin-il.  or  •'lloat. 
-.toll!  in  the  paystreak.-  of  Fiiirliank.s.  I’lideri-nm-iUs  niid 
nniiilt.'aniateii  |ilale>  have  Iiei-n  installed  at  various  prop- 
erlie-  ill  till-  hii|M-  i-f  iiii-ri’-.isin;.'  the  sa\in;;s.  hut  ill  many 
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tlicso  huvo  lint  ri-iuriiiil  tiuir  i-o.-t.  Xeitlicr  Imre 
many  utijr^iots  of  ^-nnsiii.Tiilile  size  lieeii  founil,  the  Inrj;- 
est  m^*rile<l  woriii  <inlv  Ll  is  .'stim)iie<|  tliat 

fully  i.i^i  of  llie  ilii't  that  lia-.  l«  < n jinxUii  ih|  m the 
Fiiirliatiks  ilistrii-t  woiihl  pii's  a 1-iiiesh  n reeii  nml  iliat 
wouhl  rciiiniii  on  :i  ino  moli.  I’or  olivioii-  ren'oiis, 
aeiual  siziiio'  test*  have  nexi-r  U-eii  nmili-  on  a larjre  Male, 
aiiil  the  liftures  ijoieil  merely  r»-]»reM  iit  a roU;;h  one" 
liaseil  ou  iHTsomil  oh-er\aiioii ; they  are  j'ivcii  'Oiiie  au- 
thority. lioweter.  hy  the  fuet  that  the  ilii't  is  fret|ueiltlv 
s4  reeiiefl  into  various  size-  to  fai  ilitati*  i leaning. 

The  ino'l  eoiumon  im)>urity  of  the  <lust  alfeiting  the 
gniile  <if  the  hullion  eon-ists  of  iron  a<<  identallv  intro- 
(IucihI.  Mieh  n>  jiiek  jxiints  nml  (hip.s  hrokoii  fr<un  the 
|Hiint-hea<ls.  This,  like  the  greater  )iart  of  the  hlaek 
satul.  IS  usually  renioti-d  U'fore  melting,  hy  lueaiis  of  a 
liiagliet.  .Some  of  the  more  eomiiion  iiatiinil  im|iiirities 
Ite.'ide*  magnetite  ant  (jttanz.  tourmaline,  zireon.  ilmciiito, 
ganiet  (‘■riihy  siind’"l.  and  othiT  minerals  of  high  sjieei- 
lie  gravity.  Tin  minerals,  though  ahumlant  in  the  Hot 
.Springs  jdaters.  arc  found  only  in  iinini)H>rianr  amount^ 
in  tile  Fairtianks  district  jirois  r.  riatiiinm  i>  eommou 
in  Dawson  gold  in  small  i|unnlitics.  hut  it  is  praetieally 
unknown  at  Fairbanks. 

Mei,ti.\(i  (iou>  ton  Tin V'I'oi:t.\tio\ 

One  man  doe-  all  the  meliing  ami  nssayiiii;  for  one 
Iwnk.  .Since  the  < leamt|is  fre»|tteii11v  isune  in  hum  lies 
and  returns  are  always  desired  a«  -imiii  as  jMissilil,..  s|a-ed 
in  iiiani]iulaiion  is  an  ini]>oriani  fa<tor.  One  a."ayer 
makes  as  many  as  ‘.*i  melts  in  a day.  loiiipleling  ihe  .as- 
says on  the  following  d:i\.  Most  of  ihe  mell-  are  of  lom- 
[wratively  small  lol-  of  ihi'i.  Imt  i barges  of  iiiiin  oz. 
are  not  iiiiii'iial.  ami  evioi  ‘.J’.’iio  n?..  lime  Im-cii  melted  in 
one  charge.  The  largest  amount  of  hullion  ever  melted 
at  Fairbanks  hy  one  man  in  one  il.iy  i-  iKlieied  lo  la- 
Sg’.'O.OtH)  - .iIkiIII  l.'l.lllMI  olinies. 

The  di’tails  of  mnni)iiihition  here  de-eriln-d  refer  ehielly 
to  the  pruetie*’  at  the  as-ay  otfiee  of  the  Vnierieaii  llenk 
of  .\hi»kn.  of  FnirlMinks.  The  iliisi  i.-  nielie>l  in  gniphite 
ermihles  in  Xn.  I"’  l•ralln  fiiriiaies  H'ing  I'.iry  gasoline 
huriiers.  Mtvlcrii  tilling  fiiriiaei''  un-uiialih'  Is'iui-e 
of  the  large  niimher  of  melts  madi'  ai  a liiiu' — e:o  h lot 
of  diist  Iwing  iiielli-d  and  a'saud  -eir.ir.itely  if  oior.’  ihnn 
Ml  oz.  in  weight.  maiii  a-  llfiivn  ineli-  h.r.i'  la'eii 
iiliide  siiinilt.ineouslx . 

For  the  sake  of  eaM'  and  rn|odii\  of  miini|oil.ilion.  soda 
alone  is  n.se.l  tor  tlii.v  on  phner  gold,  evu-pt  when  the  ilii-t 
is  so  inipiin-  us  to  re)|iiire  the  addition  of  oilier  eliemi- 
enis.  The  Mida  shig  is  “oft  and  eaitlii  iiod  is  jia'ile  -ol- 
iihlc  in  water,  whiili  gie.itly  faeiliiuie-  eleaniiig  the 
hriek'.  'Pile  addition  of  eieii  a -liiall  |i|o|hii i •on  of  iKirav 
gixes  a lianl.  ghi.»-y  -lag  llmt  eaii  !"•  etilirely  -I'pariile*! 
from  i!:e  liric  k onlv  afli-i  miii  h i«'ii  i ling  aod  riihliiiig 
Vo  a id  i.s  iis»  (l  to  eleiin  the  Imr'  d'  Indhoii.  ownng  p.irtly 
lo  l.e  time  iiivolw'd  and  )>nrlh-  '•  the  e,|so  wiih  wlii  li 
the  ' shi  slag  is  i-onipletelv  -eiurai'  d hi  |»o'mliiig.  nml 
'••riihhing  under  water,  \iioilier  'n  at  inlvaninge  of  the 
|diiiii  soda  slag  for  fa-t  work  lie-  in  i'-  r.ipi  liii  of  nxil- 
ing.  sime  it  takes  onlv  .1  fourth  of  tin  liiiu'  to  -ololifv 
re!|iiired  l.y  11  Isiriix  slag.  W hen  the  dii.-l  eoiitoin-  a l.irgi* 
iiiiiomit  of  lia-ii  iiiipni nil lioweier.  some  •s.i.iv  1-  ii-ed. 

Vitiw  i-  rnrelv  used  Iws  nii- • it  1*  Ie«|iii.  liie  of  the 

graphite  eriieihle.,  l-iiin  with  plan.  -.hI.i,  mi--  inii't  l<e 
c.\ereised. 


.'lelts  are  skininie<l  onlv  when  tin-  diist  lulitains  large 
iiiiggeis  of  <nnirtz.  ill*  -kiniiiiiiigs  are  retunied  to  the 
de|>osnor.  The  -!a.;r.  al-o.  i-  i-i-turiieil  if  reipiesiixl.  Kir 
large  di-ixisjtors.  ilii-  slag  fmin  the  larioiis  melts  is  sated, 
aud  ri-uorkei|  at  the  emi  of  the  -i-a-on  hv  grinding  in  a 
-orl  ot  ileaim)'  barrel  with  iiieri  im'.  The  ‘‘hlveings” 
olit.iiiied  in  1 h-.tiniig  the  dii't  U-fore  weighing  are  lik<-ivisc 
returned  to  the  d.  |s>-iior. 

Clll'i  lUl.T'  \Mi  I'riiN  ii  t r.iiTTOM.S 

Fxperieiiie  has  shown  the  In -t  furmn-i’  fiatlom  to  lie 
a .siinple  disk  of  the  -aiiie  ■ oiii[K>'nioii  as  I'l'nn  graplntc 
i-nieihli-.  'J'lie-e  disks  are  made  to  or.lcr  ami  are  .*  in. 
thii  k hy  2 ill.  less  in  .lianieier  than  ihi*  i'lie.ior  of  the 
furnace.  'I'liey  are  .set  in  a iiii.vtiire  eoiisisting  of  gioiii.d 
lirehriek.  parts;  jioriland  eenmii.  pari'"  r.itv  lirei  lay. 
1 fiart ; and  w.it.  r.  The  Inirner  Iso-es  are  gn-iinsl  in  \.  iili 
the  same  inixliire.  wliieh  hu'  proved  to  Is-  v‘-;\  s,r\iie- 
alile.  The  gnipliite  di-ks  in  the  Isittoin  of  the  rnrna<<- 
permit  ehipping  away  the  overtlow  -lag  wiili.uit  roiimv- 
ing  the  iKiitoni.  Fireday  was  tried.  Inn  il  was  found 
that  the  slag  periel raiixl  it  lo  a dejith  of  lulf  -ni  i;n  li.  and 
this  laid  to  lie  taken  iiji  in  removing  the  slag.  iMiiie-ush 
was  found  to  Ik‘  suhjeit  to  siinil.ir  ohje<  lions.  «ti'-kiiig  !o 
the  (-nieihles  and  (-onnng  up  in  groat  chunks  that  niioied 
the  tloor  ami  ( leaning  tables. 

fiii.i.iox  .'io.Mri iMF.s  .'sinmn  nv  M.vil 

For  Several  *eiison«.  ill  order  lo  -hip  die  liullum  to 
.'Seattle  hy  ri'gisiereil  mail.  l-lh.  hrieks  weie  east.  ,\t 
present  when  it  is  de-ired  to  sliip  hy  mail,  hrii  k>  are  i.n-t 
in  imilds  Imlaiieed  on  the  si-alcs  to  jiist  iimh-r  the  I l-lh. 
limit.  a\oirdinKi|s.  ami  the.s<>  are  insured  hv  the  ismsignee 
in  .'Seattle  upon  teli>grapliio  iiotiili-ation  of  the  s|iipniein. 
Mrent  <-nre  is  necessary  in  easting  these  Imrs,  for  if  ila-y 
weigh  even  a fraitmii  of  an  oiime  t-si  nnii-h  they  ar<-  <-\- 
eliided  from  the  iiiiiil.s.  Ill  ]>rai  lii-e,  ii  i>  found  iliai  the 
'lag  htihhies  up  so  in  jiouring  that  ill*  iie-ld  can  In*  filled 
iiliiiost  e\a>tly  to  the  reipiired  isiiin.  iminv  of  the  l.rn 
isituing  wilhill  iwo  oiiliies  Ilf  11  Ih.  l-ji.  h |.ii.-k,  w hen 
the  iiM'll  eontiniis  niori'  than  enough  for  one.  1-  'lan  )s-.| 
with  the  -erial  nniidH-r  of  the  melt  and  ivnii  <1  h tti  i lo 
distinguish  it  from  it-  fi-llow's  of  the  -.-'iiie  imll  It  is 
only  rarely  that  hllllioii  is  reiiielle.l.  the  origiii.il  litl  k» 
Isuiig  shi|iped  wheiievei-  |His-|li|e.  In  -llllipiiig  hi  i-\ 
pn-ss.  the  liar-  of  g.-M  .ire  sealed  in  lama-  »aek-  and 

-toreil  ill  stei'l  si  roiiL’-lsives.  Tin-  liiilk  of  die  l-ollioii  i- 

'hipiMtl  in  ilii-  milliner.  rcMirt  lieing  liail  |o  mail  -hip- 
nii  III-  only  in  ii-lnier  w hen  the  riier'  are  < lo-etl  to  iiaii- 
gnlion. 

I anil  lot  of  diis|  i-  a-«a\e.|  separaleli.  lull  dupliinl.'  a— 
-111'  are  made  only  wluui  dir  melt  ion-i-i-  of  •vfid  o/..  or 
more,  .s^amide-  .ire  i.ik-  n >’i  ehippnig  one  loriier  of  the 
lirjek.  or.  Ml  the  eil-e  of  lllple  .lle  a—Ul-,  di.-|-.'o|Ul||l  i-p- 
posiie  mriii-i-.  a-'S!  '"r  lu-e  m<  l.il  or  -iluw  1-  • oui- 

luolllv  made  oil  pliln-r  ludlloll.  ifie  -lli'-i  iH-lllg  delel  t II  -r.| 
hv  siifitra.  Miig  llie  'iiei.--  in  gol.l  Uoin  nuui.  wlioli  - 
the  ni.  nigi  iM  I'l  > .‘I  Me-  littllion  mi  g*dd  ami  -ili.i 
W illie  lle-re  I-  -i>me  \:iu,  ie.|i  with  pl.e  .-r  i^ohl.  it  i- 
'•ighl  that  M I-  |-'.i  " alilr  1 • Ignore  it  In  1I0-  i.v-<  ’ 

hiiHion  from  lie  |.  •!,  min- -.  liow eier.  n d.-leniii-i' 

-111 i-r  i-  n .1  M Me-  111 I I-  'll r;!‘‘  ■ no .. -_di  lo  « .•  1 . 
and  III  e\'';  ii mil  • .1-1  - -il'er  in  pla.-t  r g»d-l  • 

lio||..d  111  1.1  .1  .l•-.ll 

Pile  ,old  o|  lie-  .lipping-  i-  .lr.it,'.  I : . i- 
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K<((  Till-:  r..V(.iN’KKi{i\(;  w 

lu  i!m-  MTd|»  i*  iin'Ii*  •!. 

111.'  aiii'.i.ni  r.'ili  ■-  Thi-  i-orin  I-  uf  jmrr 

r*  'i  II"  Iii  i.  '.irl'ii;;  ar<‘  i'at:i‘rl_V  |>iin  lian'i)  li\ 

till'  )<■  .1  t an  •mm ••. 

'I'l,  .11'  . K'  III  llir  n-iial  iiuiim  r.  inrvini:  niilv 

•;  . ■ in. Ill  iln- •iriliiiiiry  nmiiiu'  'l’ln'  )iri.|i>ir- 

1 • ...Mill;:  iill"y  Mirii-  fri.iii  'i '■  ••'>  U>  ; 'i  jmrt- 

I . I . : !.  ' .1  .■'ihi't  tli'k'  iirr  |irf)i.il'.'.|  l>*ni  lln' 

M.i  ' |.'••.  .'.till;:  MM'.iii  liy  |ir<-<  i|iit.ilin;:  fmiii  lli.- 

I I'm!.  'iitii'ii  a~  ••lili.riik'.  ilniii;.'.  ami  iiii'lliii;;  vvilli 

ji  '.i...  III.'  -Ilf.  liar;:*'  Ini-  U■t•ll  fonml  t<i  varv  mi  ltii!i. 
|l..il  |n.«if  a-'.n-  an-  r.irriy  iiimlc.  Tile  (iiiem--  i-  n-- 
juiruil  111  half-tliiiii-amlllis — mil  l<i  i|iiarl(  r-tliiiii-nmltli-. 
n-  i>  till'  ii-iial  iTHi  lii ••. 

In.  h I iiix'l-  aiT  iiM'il  in  kill  In--  of  1?  in  a l\i>.icKl-in. 
L’aMiliiii'-lir<i|  nniHli'.  l•'o|■  ]iaillli;;.  a rj-in|i  |ilalinnni 
lia-ki'l  ami  lii-li  i>  um-.!.  The  lir>t  Uiiliii;;  i-  in  mi<l  of 
‘J’}'  li.  ami  lil't-  10  iiiiii.;  llio  siToml  la>I'  10  inin.  in 
m ill.  >iiin‘  jirai til-ally  nil  llio  filter  i>  n-inoveil  in  tin- 
lir»t  If.iliii;;.  llie  ftroii;:  a.-iil  from  one  liateli  if  iliinteil 
roiielily  to  ami  iimiI  for  tin-  tir-t  lioiliu;:  on  the  siie- 
i-iMiliii;:  liat.li.  When  many  n'f.iy<  are  to  1m>  inaile.  itm 
f.-I-  of  ha-ket-  are  iim-iI.  ami  lln-fe  are  lifleil  from  one 
sointioii  to  the  other  to  avoiil  the  ilolav  of  waiiiue  )| 
lime  for  the  a.  i.l  to  . ome  to  a Uiil. 

S’ 

Tfine  CemtteimiamJ^Ewpefea 
AccidemtH 

>l-r.i  iu.  I'oltllK'l'o.MiKSI  K 

The  f.nl-  l•onee^lin;:  the  aeii.leiil  In  the  Oklalioina 
.'to|K'  ill  the  r.-nteniiiiil- l-hireka  mine,  in  Tintie.  I'lali. 
tvhieli  iMi-nmil  >1  |i|.  II.  are  iif  follotv«:  The  eonntry  in 

tvliieh  the  eate  oei  uru-il  tva.f  limlH-reil  ii|i  li^hl  to  the  roie' 
of  the  fto|ie.  I Itvin;:  to  tlie  fa.  1 thal  tin-  eoinilry  te.-if  nioif 

1.1  le—  lipiki'ii.  I'Mraoriliiuirv  mre  hail  lieeii  taken  hr 

an;;li  hraeine  nml  hy  iliinliliii;:  the  -.etf  to  preteiil  anv  finl- 
ileii  fall  Ilf  riH  k.  .Vii'orilin;:  to  the  flalemeiitf  of  the  Itvo 
men  leho  Ui'iv  lakeli  out  of  the  ftojie  alite.  the  lall  of  rm-k 
eame  tiiiliont  any  |irelimin.iry  imlii alion  xvhati'ver.  'I’he 
fn|MTiii1ellilel.l  of  the  mine  llil'l  iMfii  ihroliell  ill,.  .'I, lire 
e.Mell!  of  the  .'lolw  ii  -liorl  time  iiefore  the  nil  lilenl  . 
tiler.-  tras  no  nmlne  pie-fiire  shiniiii;;  ii)>on  the  timhi-r-i 
ami  no  inotemeiil  tviif  to  Ih'  feen.  riie  -liifl  Im.>- 

iii  ininieiliale  1 ha i'"e  hail  iH-eii  all  lhron;.'li  the  fio|ie.  ami 
lia.l  h-fi  It  in  or  '.‘i  min.  li..for..  the  a.-.-iileiit.  riiep-  tva'i 

11.1  imli. ation  of  |in--nre  .ni  llio  linilH-rf  teliile  he  triif  in 
the  «lo]a.. 

The  I-IIUM-  of  lie-  Ue.-i.leiil  i«.  llli-refore.  not  kliottli. 
Pe-  only  re.iM.nnlile  i-\|ilamili.iii  ih.it  laii  In-  ifiteii  i< 
t'  111  tlii-n-  «a*  a eate  or  o|H>iiinu  illute  the  orelaMlt.  ami 
I.'  I'  . nMif  of  ilie  .-ate  fi  ll,  the  iin|>ii.  t of  the  ro.  k 

•:  a - !h.  -imM-  liiiiU'iin;:.  If  thif  1m-  tin-  fint.  it  i-; 

111.  lir-i  lie'  .1-  III  thi-  mine  tvlii-n-  'iii-h  a iniiilitinn  ha-i 

I-.M-I..I;  liiif  imiformly  Imi'H  fonml  in  ilin-ii  i-on- 

tai  I V.  .Ill  t'l  liiii. -lone  at  1 he  Io|i  of  t |i,.  f|o|ie-.  That  Minie- 
lliiii;:  .1  lln-  -.  It  li.i|i|N-ni-il  If  Imrne  oiit  ht  tin  fm  I 
that  oiiU  a ]H.-i  .111  ,.f  ihe  -tola-  lat.-il  in;  a jereal  jiarl  of 
till-  IiiiiIh  rill-.’  i»  -ii'l  '1.11, .1.11;;  ill  |iei-f..|  lomlitiim  ami 
fhoti'f  no  mot.-i.ii'iii  \t hai' ' er.  The  late  i.Kik  out  a .m-.  - 
Iion  ftraielll  u ruff  lli.-  im  i.ll..  of  the  fl.ilM* 

Mult  thi-r.-  tra-  • u.i.nnoj  i-  flimtii  ht  ihe  f.nl  ihni 
the  men  tier'  foniiil  .-v..  il\  in  their  plai-i'-i.  or  ilirei-tlv 
iiiiiler  \i  here  tint  v.  i.  tt.irk.  not  hat  in;.'  ha. I time  to 

liiote,  (If  hi  m.-ll  ill  III'  ..|ii-.  Ittii  L'l'l  out.  t tile  liilli  ker 


MIVIVC  .lol'IJVkL  Vol.  :i,^.  .\o.  in 

<■1-11  a ,iiitr  if  air  am!  jnm|i'  il  into  a ilrift.  ami  jiroti-ition 
ti;.-  .itr.iiu.  il  to  the  othiT  liy  the  tiniln-r-  tt  In-n  ih.-v 
• rii'h"-.l  'lotMi.  .'ll  tern  I o(  the  im-n  .aiiiihl  hail  limU-n'.l 
ill  till-  iiiiiie  for  a lone  time,  one  of  them  for  I I Year-,  ami 
ii  tiny  hail  liotii-e.l  ant  ttorkiiii:  or  jiri-f-iire  tviinhl  nn- 
iloiilile.llv  liate  Col  out. 

1-iti  ry  lliMir  ill  the  -to|)e  tta-  tllh-i!  a-  llie  ore  tvaf  l.ikeii 
out.  It  »-.i-  all  lilleil  U'linr.  am]  only  a few-  m-is  nml  it 
narrow  firiji  of  11111111^1'  tta-  o|i'..n.  .'*oine  oii-  1 ame  ilowii 
III  the  eaii'il  mali  rial  \Imiui  -'.jd  ft  of  work  h.i-  Imvii 
i|om  thri'iieh  foliil  pm  k to  rein  li  ihe  i-ateil  |Mirlion. 
Six  iMiilii'f  hate  Im.i-h  taken  out.  Work  in  Ioom-  material 
i<  Im  iiie  lioiie  nt  iire-i-nl  hy  ilrivine  laeeiiie. 

Xo  -iniilar  in-i'iili-nl  ever  ha|i]N-neil  before  in  the  Ceii- 
li-nnial-l-iiireka.  anil  lliii-  i-  the  fir.ft  fatal  lu-eiileiit  due  to 
iniuiii;;  oiMraliiiiif  in  '?()  ve«rf. 

X 

Horwegmas  Molybdentifte 

.''liKi  1 At.  ('olllIK'fOMiKVl'K 

The  molylfli'nil.'  ile|Mifii-  in  Xortvay  range  from  1 to 
■I',  MiiSj.  The  mineral  geiiernlly  iM-.-iir-  in  iliorile  .and 
lieematile  zonif.  in  joint'  or  follntvine  -mall  qiian;:. 
'tringei-.  and  many  aitenijii-  to  liainlle  it  pmlitalily  hate 
finhnl.  The  KnnlN'ii  i|e|Mifii  in  .Smith  .Xorwav.  (.|MTaIeil 
for  Mime  years  hy  the  rilnekwell  ixiiii|iany.  a liriiifh  eor- 
|Mirnlloii.  with  an  aiinnal  oiit|nil  of  alMiitl  'f'l  loiif.  ha-  Iti-eii 
(lartially  sm-ees-ifn!.  hnt  the  mini'  .are  U-lietisl  to  Im- 
I \han>l('il  now-,  .\iioiher  lommer.  ial  attem|it  wtif  the 
Unlifli  \IiilylMlenite  Co..  I, id..  «I  Uer.*.lalen.  alMmt  llKlii. 
.kn  ottiimt  of  lofl  tons  of  ;t  to  I'f  ore.  and  a ton  of 
wolfram  were  Mviinsl  w ith  .an  mil  lav  of  alMiiit  iMu.non 
( s| .'iikOilO  I.  .\iio1her  o|K.|-alimi  wa'  i-oinlui-lexl  in  Ittl'- 
at  Linetam],  in  Sn.-iersdaleu.  near  the  tvo't  i-ouft.  hy  the 
<o-w-erkM'liaft  r.i-rgnuinn.'gliii'k.  tlotha.  The  riftillf  (or 
M'teii  months'  work,  of  .1 1 10  man-shifls.  tvii'  almut  dlOO 
lotif  of  material,  tvhieli  vi.-hled  dOO  Ions  of  , rmle  ore  and 
-.100  tons  of  wa'Ie  I'o.  k,  Ilf  the  i-rinle  ore  ateragilii; 
f. C,'  Mii.s..  .:!io..l  oni-  well-  mille.l.  yu'liling  l<t‘-0  kg.  of 
ore.  .i—iiyiiig  .11*;  \|o.S  and  lO.O.'IO  kg.  of  slig  rnnning 
uImhh  2::',  \io.M_.  Till-  irouhle  is  the  aiiioniit  of  wa'ti- 

rin  k lhai  mii'i  !*•  Iiamiled  imt  imi  of  nxoterahle  i-oiiii-iif. 

In  the  |ir"'ii|.e  of  l.isler  ami  Mamlal,  the  Ktimi  t'o. 
ohi.iineil  ]iiiwer  in  1012  ami  l raii>|Mirtei1  milling  iiiiii  liiii- 
>Tt  III  the  mini-'  in  K ii.ahenheim.  Tin  l-'jnilaiiil  ili'trii-t. 
Ill  the  alMite  ]ii'nt im  i'.  i-  |iptliahlv  the  riehe-t  in  ihif 
mineral  yet  found  in  Xorwav.  Xnir  lii-Mir.  in  X'eiletim-s 
ITi.t  nit  e,  an  Kiiglish  eoin|Binv.  X'l-ilenai  • Molyhili  iiite. 
I.tih.  is  -inking  a 'haft  )>retions  to  Iniililing  a llolulion 
mill.  Tl’i  ore  i»  sniil  to  run  oter  •i'i  MoS..  ,\t  Kt-iiis- 
homnii'ii.  Ill  rjoilaml.  alumt  toiif  of  ore  were  -e- 

I'lireil. 

.\iioul  ■-’■)  toll-  <if  lew -L'rinle  ore  were  -ei'iireil  from 
.le|Mif|t-  ill  l.ireihtlen.  I•lr••l'tllr  la-o  .laiisi'n.  of  II i|. 
•K'-heinifira-s<.,  Ilanuter,  h.is  tturked  iM-i-urrem e-  in 
the  |iari'h  of  liriniluiii.  .Vt  Xaarilal.  molyhdenile  oe- 
I til's  ill  ..iar«i-  liini|>-  in  iiuart/;  at  l-'lollor|>  ore  is  al-o 
lonml  ihoiiv'h  'tilisei|ni-nt  Irealmeiii  is  iiei-i-farv.  'riu-rc 
are  also  ileiMisiis  m l.viigiliil.  .Saiii|>les  from  the  Kohleti 
molt liileiiiie  li’jhifii.s  in  Xorillniid  lute  iMxai  fliotvii  in 
I lirisiiami.  iiielnding  nnggi-ls.  forti-d  ore,  ami  Mime  eii- 
rii  Ill'll  he  the  hilmore  |irtMa'Sf,  The  eoniilry  ixm  k there  if 
graiiile  ill  Imh-like  iiia-se-  i1i|i|>ii|o  to  Ihe  -mithea-l. 
Tlu'fe  nil-  the  more  iin|M)rlant  of  the  delHi'il'  alp-.ady 
tiiuii.: 
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“The  Franklin  Hoard” 
By 

Karl  Moulton 


JOHN  J.  FORD,  Jr. 

& 

The  ‘‘Franklin  Hoard” 


In  His  Own  Words 


Volume  I,  Issue  3 
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As  announced  earlier  this  year  in  the  ‘Brasher 
Bulletin’  the  long  awaited  book  by  Karl  Moulton 
on  the  ‘Franklin  Hoard’  is  now  in  print.  I was 
able  to  briefly  page  through  Fred  Holabirds  copy 
at  the  recent  Long  Beach  Coin  Expo  and  was  very 
impressed.  This  book  is  massive  and  contains  a 
vast  amount  of  history  and  information  regarding 
not  only  John  J.  Ford  but  it  is  a who’  who  in  this 
area  of  numismatics.  Although  not  inexpensive, 
and  possible  not  for  everyone,  Karl  has  done  a fan- 
tastic job  of  piecing  together  virtually  everything 
on  the  subject. 

Please  contact  Karl  at  the  address  below  for 
additional  information. 


P.O.  Box  1073 
Congress,  AZ  85332 


Kagin’s  Remaining  2013  Show  Schedule 


8/13-8/17 

Chicago 

ANA 

World’s  Fair  of  Money 

8/12 

Chicago 

PRE  SHOW/PNG  DAY 

9/6-9Z8 

Santa  Clara 

Santa  Clara  Coin  Show 

9/19-9/21 

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia  Whitman  Expo 

9/26-9/28 

Long  Beach 

Long  Beach  Coin  show 

Dates  TBA 

San  Francisco 

Old  SF  Mint  Show 

11/7-11/10 

Baltimore 

Baltimore  Whitman  Expo 

11/21-1 1/24 

Chicago 

Professional  Currency  Dealers  Association 
Annual  Show 
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Discovery  Period  1 California  Fractional  Gold 
By  Mike  Locke 

Round  Dollar  size  period  I California  Fractional  Gold  coins  are  well  known  for  being 
difficult  to  collect.  There  are  7 published  varieties  and  the  most  common  of  those  is 
rated  High  Rarity  6.  The  most  recently  published  new  variety  was  BG-606  in  1956. 

The  following  coin  was  discovered  in  2013  and  would  be  most  appropriately  assigned 
number  BG-603A.  It  has  the  reverse  of  BG603  is  a late  die  state  combined  with  a new 
obverse  that  is  similar  BG-601,  but  slightly  different. 


Newly  discovered  BG-603A.  Note  the  weak  lettering  on  reverse. 


BG-601.  Note  the  high  placement  of  N and  D on  the  reverse  that  makes  this  die  distinct. 


Volume  I , Issue  3 


Page  42 


BG-603.  Note  the  relatively  bold  lettering  on  the  reverse. 


Comparing  the  obverses  of  BG-601  and  BG-603A,  it  is  noted  that  the  bust  tip  is  shaped  differ- 
ently, the  star  nearest  the  bust  tip  is  closer  to  the  tip  on  BG-603A,  and  the  star  to  the  right  of 
the  upper  hair  bun  points  to  the  middle  of  the  bun  on  BG-603A  but  to  the  bottom  of  the  hair 
bun  on  BG-601.  More  subtle  differences  include  the  stars  on  BG-603A  are  slighter  than  on  BG 
-601,  many  of  the  stars  on  BG-603A  are  clearly  double  punched  but  not  so  on  BG-601,  the 
denticles  are  longer  on  BG-603A,  and  the  portrait  is  weak  on  the  right  of  BG-603A  while  it  is 
weak  on  the  left  of  BG-60 1 . 


Determination  of  where  BG-601  fits  into  the  emission  sequence  requires  close  up  examination 
of  a good  condition  BG-607.  The  only  published  image  of  BG-607  is  the  Roe  specimen,  but 
that  coin  is  too  damaged  to  determine  if  it  was  struck  with  the  obverse  die  of  BG-601  or  BG- 
603A. 
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Brasher  Bulletin  2013  Publishing  Schedule 

The  Brasher  Bulleting  is  scheduled  for  quarterly  issues  for  20 1 3. 

Your  articles,  advertising,  and  comments  are  needed  by  the  quarterly  deadlines  as  not- 
ed here. 


Publishing  Deadlines 

September  2"^  2013 
December  2"*^,  20 1 3 


The  Society  of  Private  and  Pioneer  Numismatics  Invites  You 

to  the  20 1 3 Annual  Meeting 

Please  join  us  Saturday, August  17^^  at  I lam  at  the  Donald  E 

Stephens  Convention  Center. 


We  look  forward  to  seeing  you  there. 
SPPN 

I550G  Tiburon  Boulevard 
Suite  20 1 

Tiburon  CA  94920 
Office:  415-435-2601 
Fax:  415-435-1627 
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subscriptions 

> / 

ANNUAL  MEMBERSHIP:  $25 

We  are  always  looking  for  submissions  and  articles  to  publish 
in  the  ‘Brasher.’  Don’t  be  shy,  try  your  hand  at  writing  and 
share  an  experience  or  interesting  subject  with  membership. 
Please  submit  your  content  to  Beth  Catcher  at 
beth@kagins.com. 


Coin  of  The  Month 


A Beautiful  1850  $5  Mormon  K.5  NCG  AU58  R-5+ 


Email  or  call  415-435-2601  for  information  and  personalized  service. 

These  are  much  rarer  than  their  1849-dated  counterparts. 


The  first  enterprise  to  produce  gold  coins  from  California  gold  dust  was  not  located  in  California,  but  in  the 
Territory  of  Deseret  — later  to  be  known  as  Utah.  Not  only  were  the  first  western  private  gold  coins  issued 
by  the  Deseret  Assay  Office  under  the  auspices  of  the  Mormon  Church,  but  they  preceded  private  coinage  in 
California  by  over  five  months.  And,  unlike  other  private  coining  operations,  the  coins  of  the  Deseret  Assay 
Office  were  conceived,  executed,  and  distributed  by  a religious  community  from  gold  dust  deposited  as  part 
of  their  church’s  tithing.  The  source  of  gold  was  the  Mormon  Battalion,  a party  of  approximately  500  volun- 
teers who  fought  in  the  war  with  Mexico  that  ended  July  1 848.  Meanwhile,  another  Mormon  party  had  ar- 
rived in  San  Francisco  on  the  Ship  Brooklyn  with  238  Latter-Day  Saints  including  Sam  Brannan.  Prior  to 
the  Saint’s  immigration,  the  population  of  Yerba  Buena  — later  to  be  known  as  San  Francisco  — was  200. 
This  party  of  238  Mormons  effectively  made  the  city,  as  historian  Bancroft  observe,  “Largely  a Mormon 
town’’... 

Read  more  in  Private  Gold  Coins  and  Patterns  of  the  United  States  on  Amazon  and  in  your  local  bookstores. 
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Historical  Documents,  Railroadiana,  Mining  Hardgoods,  Saloon  Collectibles 
Cowboy  Collectibles,  Stock  Certificates,  Native  Americana, 

Gold,  Minerals,  Jewelry,  and  LOTS  More! 


C.  Wiegand  Assayer  Silver  Ingw 
Virginia  City,  NV 


Call  us  today  to  discuss  our  competitive  auction  rates 
Holabird-Kagin  Americana  is  the  leader  in  historical 
research  and  our  impressive  auctions  consistently 
produce  RECORD  PRICES! 

Don't  guess.  Consign  your  items  to  the  experts  and  let  our 
specialists  help  you  realize  the  most  for  your  collections. 

Call  to  request  our  next  calalog 
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